Astronaut  says  his  faith  takes  care  of  any  fears 


By  Laurie  A.  Lattimore 


\rAIDEN  BAFnSTCHvm 


Honduras  construction  vols 


A  team  of  eight  volunteers  from  Carroll-Montgomery  Association 
recently  traveled  to  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras,  as  part  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention’s  partnership  with  the  Honduras  Baptist  National  Conven¬ 
tion.  The  team  fulfilled  20  repair  assignments,  including  installation  of  a 
water  heater  and  security  lights,  and  plumbing  and  electrical  work,  at  the 
Baptist  Seminary  in  Tegucigalpa.  The  team  members  were:  Leon  Holly, 
Billy  Joe  Ferguson,  Charles  Elliott,  Clint  Tompkins,  James  Cox,  Ken 
Gower,  Geneva  Holly,  and  Grace  Gower. 


JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  (BP) 
—  The  one  thing  that  scares  Lt. 
Col.  Tom  Akers  is  traveling  as  a 
passenger.  “The  most  helpless 
feeling  for  an  astronaut  is  flying 
commercial  airplanes  in  bad 
weather,”  he  joked.  “You  can’t  do 
anything.”  < 

Akers,  a  Baptist  layman,  spent  a 
record  S71  hours  in  space  flight 
during  three  National  Aeronautics 
and  Space  Administration  (NASA) 
missions  between  1990  a^  1993 
and  logged  a  record  29  hours,  40 
minutes  walking  in  q>ace. 

But  the  space  veteran  considers 
bis  three  journeys  toward  the  stars 


less  dangerous  than  the  commer¬ 
cial  flights  he  reluctantly  takes. 

The  Missouri  native,  recently 
honored  at  the  state  Capitol  in  Jef¬ 
ferson  Qty,  said  in  an  address  that 
his  Christian  background  was  one 
of  the  early  foimdations  that  made 
it  pofisiUe  for  him  to  be  a  success¬ 
ful  astronaut. 

“One  thing  about  being  a  Chris¬ 
tian  is  I  can  let  God  worry  about 
things  while  I  sit  back  in  the  dri¬ 
ver’s  seat  and  relax,”  Akers  said. 

He  acknowledged  it  would  be 
foolish  not  to  be  aware  of  the 
potential  dangers  of  his  profession, 
but  so  far  he  hasn’t  bad  any  close 


calls.  He  said  his  faith  in  Christ 
helps  him  keep  the  risk  factor  in 
perspective. 

“There’s  no  point  in  worrying 
about  it  because  God  is  taking  care 
of  it....  I  have  never  been  scared.” 

Walking  in  space  creates  a  sen¬ 
sation  hard  to  put  into  words, 
Akers  said.  If  be  bad  to  try,  he 
went  on,  be  would  call  it  similar  to 
“going  outside  after  being  cooped 
up  all  winter.  You  really  don’t 
spend  enou^  time  rmpreciating  it 
when  you’re  in  space.^’ 

Akers  was  part  of  the  famed 
crew  that  spent  11  days  last 
December  capturing  and  restoring 
the  Hubble  Space  Telescope  to  fuU 
c^adty.  Four  astronauts  complet¬ 
ed  five  spacewalks  on  that  journey; 
Akers  made  two  of  them. 

During  his  first  mission  in 
1990,  Akers  and  his  fellow  crew 
members  successfully  deployed 
the  Ulysses  Interplanetary  Space 


Probe  on  its  four-year  journey  via 
Jupiter  to  investigate  the  polar 
regions  of  die  sun.  In  1992,  be  was 
on  the  crew  that  took  the  space 
shuttle  Endeavor  on  its  maiden 
voyage.  He  was  one  of  three  astro¬ 
nauts  involved  in  the  spacewalk  to 
capture  the  stranded  DTTELSAT, 
an  international  telecommunica¬ 
tions  satellite. 

An  exhibit  has  been  added  to 
the  Missouri  Museum  in  Akers’ 
honor  featuring  a  NASA  space 
suit,  photographs  of  Akers,  and 
other  memorabilia  from  his  space 
flights. 

Missouri  Governor  Mel  Car¬ 
nahan  told  the  crowd  in  the 
Capitol  Rotunda  that  Akers’  suc¬ 
cess  as  an  astronaut  was  a  suc¬ 
cess  for  Missouri  —  a  success 
for  the  small  town  where  he 
grew  up.  Eminence,  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  for  Missouri’s  higher 
education  institutions,  and  for 


the  values  all  represent. 

Missouri  State  Treasurer  Bob 
Holden  told  Akers,  “Tom,  you 
have  gone  farther  and  higher  than 
anyone  here!” 

Akers  graduated  fi-om  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Missouri  at  Rolla  and 
served  as  a  high  school  principad  in 
his  hometown.  In  1979  be  joined 
the  U.S.  Air  Force  as  a  fli^t  test 
engineer.  He  was  selected  for  pilot 
training  in  1982  and  worked  with 
we^ons  development  systems. 
NASA  called  on  Akers  in  1987. 

Akers  currently  is  working  with 
NASA  on  its  plans  to  build  a  space 
station,  but  he  dreams  of  another 
trip  to  space. 

“I  have  been  lucky  to  fly  three 
times  in  three  and  a  half  years,  so 
I’m  low  on  the  list  to  fly  again,”  he 
said.  “But  hopefully  I’m  in  line  for 
another  flight.” 

Lattimore  writes  for  Mis¬ 
souri’s  WORD  &  WAY. 


Prisoner  finds  Christ,  leads  three  others 


FORT  WORTH  (BP)  —  “I 
want  to  know  if  God  can  forgive 
me.  I’m  asking  God  to  forgive  me. 
I’m  accepting  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord 
and  Savior  ^  am  asking  God  to 
restore  me  to  sanity,”  a  prisoner 
wrote  to  “The  Baptist  Hour”  last 
faU. 

“The  program  had  quite  an 
effect  on  him,”  said  Darel  O. 
Robensoiu  correspondence  coun¬ 
selor  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Radio  and  Television  Commission, 
which  produces  “The  Baptist 
Hour.” 

“He  has  devoured  all  our  Bible 
studies,  every  piece  of  literature 
we’ve  sent  him,”  the  counselor 
said.  “And  through  personal  wit¬ 


ness  be  has  won  three  people  to 
Christ.  His  witness  has  resulted  in 
other  prisoners  writing  us.” 

Robertson  said  the  inmate  leads 
worship  services  in  the  prison  ' 
when  a  minister  does  not  come  and 
is  actively  discipling  other  prison¬ 
ers. 

“When  a  prisoner  writes  to  us,” 
Robertson  said,  “we  contact  a  local 
church  and  ask  for  help  in  minister¬ 
ing  to  him  or  her.  But  it’s  often  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  people  who  will  min¬ 
ister  to  inmates.  In  the  case  of  this 
particular  prisoner,  a  minister  went 
to  visit  him  only  once.  He  has  bad 
to  depend  totally  on  the  Lord,  with 
no  on-site  spirit^  sqpport.” 

Robertson  said  he  had  helped 


Father^s  Day 
—  June  19 

Last  week  The  Baptist  Rcc* 
ord  tried  to  chan^  Faber’s  Day 
to  June  12,  but  it  didn’t  take. 
Sorry,  Dad.  We  were  trying  to 
give  you  two  great  days. 


enroll  the  man  in  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Home  Mission  Board’s  study 
courses  for  prisoners. 

The  RTVC’s  counseling  service 
in  1993  had  carried  on  continuing 
correspondence  with  184  prisoners 
atxl  e^qjects  that  number  to  increase 
significantly  in  1994. 


A  review  in  The  Jerusalem  Post  new^aper  rates  the  Ten 
Commandments  as  a  “must  read,"  giving  the  text  three  and  a 
half  stars  out  of  a  possible  four.  The  tongue-in-cheek  review 

lists  God  as  author  and  rirj — - - - - - - 

Mt.  Sinai  Publishers  as  Commandments 

distributor.  “The  boric  . .  . 

starts  off  nicely,”  writes  J 

reporter  Sam  Orbaum.  ^ 

“h  is  a  ^ring  morning, 

not  far  from  Eilat.  Moses  and  his  staff  wake  iq>.  He  climbs  a 
mountain,”  Orbaum  writes.  Like  any  good  book  review,  the 
ending  is  not  revealed.  Orbaum  points  out  the  old  classic  lost 
appeal  with  readers  during  the  Me  Generation,  but  seems  to 
have  bounced  back  in  popularity  with  the  current  wave  of 
interest  in  the  author.  Orbaum  concludes  by  describing  the 
text  as  requited  reading.  “You  can  take  that  as  a  command¬ 
ment,”  he  writes. 


The  court-ordered  removal  of  the  Ten  Commruidments 
from  their  S4-year-old  home  in  the  Cobb  County,  Ga.,  court¬ 
house  will  be  appealed  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  The 
Rutherford  Institute,  which  often  intervenes  in  legal  matters 
on  the  side  of  religious  freedom,  has  asked  the  Supreme 
Ccxirt  to  strike  down  a  federal  rqrpeals  court  ruling  that  the 
memorial  plaque  must  be  removed  until  opposing  sides  can 
agree  on  a  di^lay.  The  ruling  gives  those  against  the  plaque 
“absolute  veto  power,”  says  Rutherfosd  attorney  Anne-Marie 
Amiel.  They  could  refuse  to  negotiate  such  an  agreement  in 
order  to  ke^  the  cour^ouse  from  displaying  the  memorial,” 
she  explains.  The  Rutherford  brief  also  questions  church- 
state  conclusions  drawn  by  the  appeals  court  and  criticizes 
the  lack  of  consideration  for  the  free  speech  rights  of  the 
Gardner  family,  donors  of  the  plaque  in  1939.  “The  Supreme 
Court  has  recognized  that  free  speech  breeds  controversy  but 
has  held  that  it  must  be  protected,”  Amiel  points  out. 


10  years  ago 


Mississippi  foreign  missionaries  Charles  and  Indy  Whitten, 
in  Kansas  City  to  attend  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
annual  meeting,  crawl  to  safety  through  choking  black 
smoke  after  their  hotel  catches  fire. 


20  years  ago 


The  SBC  Mirusters’  Wives  Conference  selects  two  Missis- 
sippians  to  lead  the  group;  Mrs.  Maurice  Clayton  of  Hillciest 
Church,  Jackson,  will  serve  as  president,  and  Mrs.  P.A. 
Michel  of  Hrst  Church,  Brorithaven,  will  serve  as  secretary. 


50  years  ago 


Baptist  friends  donate  a  1,200-seat  revival  tent  to  evange¬ 
list  Aubert  Dunn  of  Meridilm,  who  promptly  fills  it  over 
capacity  during  a  hometown  revival  that  saw  more  than  155 
professions  of  faith  and  rededications  too  numerous  to  count. 
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:Guy  Henderson 


Baptist  Headquarters 


The  story  is  recorded  of  a  call 
to  a  state  Baptist  Building.  “Bap¬ 
tist  Headquarters”  was  the  answer 
—  perhaps  facetiously. 

“1  was  under  the  impression 
that  the  local  church  is  Baptist 
Headquarters,”  was  the  response. 

Why  do  we  have  a  “conven¬ 
tion”  instead  of  a  conference, 
Church,  synod,  or  diocese?  A  New 
Testament  church,  the  local  body 
of  baptized  believers,  is  an 
autonomous  body,  operating 
through  democratic  processes, 
under  the  lordship  of  Christ.  This 
is  Baptist  Headquarters  —  not 
Jackson,  Na.shville,  or  Jerusalem. 

The  local  church  can  choo.se  to 
join  an  association  of  churches,  or 
a  convention  of  churches,  or  both. 
This  autonomy  is  one  of  the  most 
distinctive  features  of  Baptists. 

’  ^UleS;.aiKt;r(;£ij^l«t^ns  of  a.ssocia- 
tions  or  cotiventioas  are  not  bind¬ 
ing  upon  the  local  body.  The  con¬ 
vention  can  pass  a  resolution  but 
the  local  church  may  choose  to 
ignore  it  altogether.  Consistently, 
Baptists  have  chosen  to  adopt  no 
creed  but  the  Bible. 

Baptist  has  long  been  synony¬ 
mous  with  freedom.  Our  fore¬ 


fathers  were  whipped  at  the  stake 
and  some  died  for  this  freedom. 

Roger  Williams  spoke  of  “a 
free  church  in  a  free  state,”  which 
means  not  only  freedom  in 
improper  civil  actions  but  also 
freedom  to  serve  and  obey  the  liv¬ 
ing  Christ.  Thus  no  pope,  bishop, 
or  priestly  hierarchy  is  recognized. 

Gaines  S.  Dobbins,  in  Work¬ 
ing  Together  in  a  Spiritual 
Democracy,  declares  that  “Bap¬ 
tists  acknowledge  no  head  except 
Jesus  Christ  atKl  no  authority  save 
that  of  the  Scriptures.”  Yet  the 
individual  church  cannot  live  iso¬ 
lated  if  we  carry  out  the  Lord’s 
commands. 

There  are  some  things  we  can¬ 
not  do  alone  but  we  can  do  togeth¬ 
er.  This  is  the  principle  of  volun¬ 
tary  cooperation.  Few  churches 
could  begin  a  college,  or  a  hospi¬ 
tal,  or  send  out  a  vast  group  of 
missionaries.  Through  cooperation 
we  can  extend  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

Cooperation  is  a  two-way 
street.  Qiurches  are  free,  associa¬ 
tions  are  free,  and  the  conventions 
are  free.  They  will  only  thrive 
where  there  is  cooperation.  The 


Baptist  denomination  has  been 
built  on  this  principle.  The  con¬ 
ventions  must  be  sensitive  to  the 
needs  of  the  churches  if  this  coop¬ 
eration  is  maintained.  Needless  to 
say,  democracy  can  be  a  tough 
road  when  everything  depends  on 
voluntarism. 

Dobbins  writes  of  the  requisites 
of  an  effective  democracy:  1)  The 
ruled  are  themselves  to  be  the 
rulers  (but  are  the  masses  capable 
of  self-government?);  2)  There 
must  be  voluntary  sharing  of  inter¬ 
ests  (but  can  we  depend  upon  the 
stronger  refraining  from  imposing 
their  will  on  the  weaker?);  3)  A 
willingness  to  sacrifice  (but  will 
innate  selfishness  yield  to  this 
demand?);  4)  The  will  of  the 
majority  must  be  accepted  (but  is 
the  majority  lUways  rigjit?);  and  5) 
Decisions  must  be  fair  (but  can, 
they  not  be  based* on  emotion  and 
impulse?). 

The  world  Baptist  family  must 
be  cooperative  and  friendly  if  we 
are  to  experience  the  blessings  of 
our  Lord,  or  make  any  spiritual 
impression  on  a  pagan  society.  It 
all  begins  at  Baptist  Headquarters 
—  the  local  church. 


Guest  opinion... 

The  Clarke  College  heritage 

By  W.  Levon  Moore 


The  decision  to  close  an  institu¬ 
tion  is  never  easy.  This  is  especial¬ 
ly  true  when  t^  institution  has 

Eerformed  meaningful  services  and 
as  many  loyal  supporters.  When 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
voted  to  close  Clarke  College, 
there  were  many  tears  and  emo¬ 
tional  stirrings.  As  an  alumnus,  I 
had  ambivalent  feelings  about  the 
closing  of  the  school. 

I  voted  for  the  recommendation 
to  close  the  school,  however,  not 
because  of  a  lack  of  appreciation 
for  its  illustrious  past,  but  because 
of  our  changing  present.  Because 
of  continued  economic  and  enroll¬ 
ment  problems  for  more  than  a 
decade,  and  the  changing  needs 
among  Mississippi  Baptist  educa¬ 
tional  institutions,  I  (relieved  the 
closing  of  the  school  was  the  right 
thing  to  do. 

The  committee  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  recommeixling  a 
suitable  disposition  of  the  property 
has  faced  a  most  challen^ng  and 
difficult  task.  To  sell  the  property, 
or  give  it  away,  would  (lave  treen 
easy.  But  to  dispose  of  the  proper¬ 
ty  appropriately,  according  to  the 
maiidates  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  has  not  been  an 
easy  accomplishment.  As  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  committee,  working 


through  some  of  the  complex 
issues  involved  has  caused  some 
painful  moments  emotionally. 

Six  members  of  my  immediate 
family  attended  Clarke,  and  five 
were  graduated  from  the  institu¬ 
tion.  I  served  six  years  as  a  trustee, 
three  of  those  years  as  chairman  of 
the  (joatd  of  trustees.  Several  of  the 
Iruildings  now  on  the  campus  were 
either  planned  or  constructed  dur¬ 
ing  those  ycius.  My  commitment 
to  the  schc^,  and  my  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  on  its  (rehalf,  attest  to  my  loy¬ 
alty  to  Qarke. 

Much  (las  (reen  said  alreut  pre¬ 
serving  the  Ireritage  of  the  college. 
That  is  an  appropriate  objective. 
Some  have  suggested  holding 
some  of  die  property  and  erecting  a 
tangible  s(ir^  to  preserve  the  her¬ 
itage  of  the  school.  In  my  opinion, 
the  true  lieritage  of  Qarke  College 
is  in  intangible  deposits  made  in 
the  lives  of  students,  faculty,  and 
administrators  who  have  been 
associated  with  the  school. 

The  Clarke  heritage  which  I 
know  has  almost  nothing  to  do 
with  buildings  and  grounds.  A 
combination  of  lives,  experiences, 
and  events  there  contributed  great¬ 
ly  to  my  intellectual  development, 
my  social  relationships,  and  my 
spiritual  growth  during  difficult 


formative  years. 

Tins  lieritage  will  not  (re  dimin- 
islied  when  the  material  property  is 
in  tlie  hands  of  others.  type  of 
heritage  I  received  from  Clarke 
can  be  best  received  by  today’s 
generation  of  students  fr^  one  of 
the  diree  excellent  colleges  operat¬ 
ed  by  Mississii^  Btqitists. 

As  the  prt^rty  formerly  known 
as  Qarke  College  moves  into  otlier 
hands,  different  purposes,  objec¬ 
tives,  and  programs  will  influence 
other  lives.  I  tqipeal  to  all  Qarke 
alumni  to  let  go  die  decaying  tan¬ 
gibles  of  life  and,  instead,  nurture 
diose  intangible  realities  and  val¬ 
ues  which  will  last  forever. 

I  appeal  to  Mississippi  Baptists 
to  make  the  decision  about  the 
Clarke  property,  not  upon  emo¬ 
tional  appeids  based  upon  personal 
agendas,  but  upon  the  broad  per¬ 
spective  of  aclueving  tlie  mission 
and  purpose  of  the  convention,  as 
well  as  providing  a  service  to 
future  generations  through  alterna¬ 
tive  avenues.  May  we  ^ow  wis¬ 
dom,  love,  and  unity  to  guide  our 
decision.  This  will  validate  and 
demonstrate  tire  true  spirit  of  tlie 
Clarke  lieritage. 

Moore  is  former  Pontotoc 
pastor  and  former  Attala  Associ¬ 
ation  director  of  missions. 
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The  Fragments^ 


Somebody’s  hometown 


The  Mississippi  Department  of 
Transportation  (DOT)  1^  just  pub- 
lislied  tlie  1994-1995  official  state 
highway  map.  Governor  Kirk 
Fordice  calls  it  more  than  a  map  — 
it  is  a  “portrait.”  The  great  blue 
heron  standing  in  a  cypress  swamp 
on  die  cover  gives  credence  to  die 
words  of  die  governor. 

Ttirough  years  of  traveling  over 
the  state.  I’ve  marveled  at  the 
names  of  die  cities  and  (lamlets.  We 
(lave  many  places  providing  a  cos¬ 
mopolitan  atmospliere.  Some  are 
narned  after... 

Other  Nations/Cities:  Egypt, 
Inverness,  Paris,  Oxford,  French 
Camp,  Braal,  Brooklyn,  Carthage, 
Kokomo,  Ijttle  Rock,  ^bastt^l, 
Utica,  Topeka,  Scotland,  New  Ire¬ 
land,  Beaumont,  Corinth,  and  War¬ 
saw. 

Holy  Places:  Rome,  Pope,  Mt. 
Moriah,  Seminary,  Union  Church, 
Clnirch  Hill,  Elreoezer,  Eden,  Friars 
Point,  Grace,  Star,  Sharon,  Provi¬ 
dence,  Palestine,  Bethlehem, 
Salem,  Galilee,  Mars  HUl,  Bediel, 
Ruhama,  Goshen,  Siloam,  and 
Lone  Star. 

Bitds/Reptiles/Animals:  Wren, 
Eagletown,  Beaver,  Duck  Hill,  Fox- 
worth,  Alligator,  Bassfield,  Swan 
Lake,  Bear  Creek,  Black  Hawk, 
Woolmarket,  Horseshoe,  Crane 
Creek,  Buck  Creek,  and  Falcon. 

Indians:  Biloxi,  Pascagoula, 
Pontotoc.  Tunica,  Natchez,  Yazoo 
City,  Escatawpa,  PocahoiMas.  Indi- 


anola.  Savage,  Tistiomingo,  Yock- 
anookany,  and  Looxahoma. 

Drinks:  Hot  Coffee,  Bourhon, 
Slate  Springs,  Artesia,  Areola, 
Coldwater,  and  Water  Valley. 

Trees  or  Flowers:  Tupelo,  Car¬ 
nation,  Oak  Grove,  PirreviDe,  Mag¬ 
nolia,  Merigold,  Flowers  Landing, 
Redwood,  Greenwood,  Rosedalc, 
Palmetto,  Forest,  Moss,  Woodville, 
Rose  Hill,  Femwood,  Glen,  Wal¬ 
nut,  Mayliew,  Cedarbluff,  Thom, 
Sunflower,  Holly,  Hickory  Flat, 
Standing  Pine,  Cypress  Comer, 
Olive  Branch,  a^  Briar  Hill. 

Tire  Wife  or  Women:  Edna,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  Louise,  Lorena,  Myrtle, 
Clara,  Ruth,  Fayette,  Elizabeth, 
Estill,  Flora,  Sarah,  Sarepta,  Beulah. 
Coila,  Lulu,  Darling,  Susqualena, 
Verona,  Lena,  Janice,  Paulette,  and 
Stiarmon. 

Famous  Generals/Presidents: 
Houston,  Columbus,  Calhoun  Qty, 
Vicksburg,  Carson,  Raleigh,  New¬ 
ton,  Kosciusko,  Gautier,  Polkville. 
Pulaski,  Beauregard,  D’llrerville. 
Cleveland,  Sumrall,  Vardaman. 
Jackson,  Clinton,  Grants  Ferry,  and 
Hernando. 

Tliose  wliich  stand  alone  without 
explanation:  Whynot,  Veto,  Soso, 
Ticky  Ben,  Biggersville,  Chaly¬ 
beate,  Souenlovie,  Piave,  Splunge, 
Cash,  Money,  Jumpertown,  and 
Ted. 

The  list  is  not  exhaustive  just 
representative.  Remember,  it’s 
somelHKly’s  iKMnetown.  — GH 
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Southwestern  begins  interviews;  four  among  leading  candidates 

P’ORT  WOR'TO  (ABP)  —  Tte  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  where  the  thy  George,  dean  of  the  Beeson  neither  is  currently  under  serious  It  does  not  have  finalists,  he  said, 

committee  seeking  a  new  presi-  seminary  is  located.  “We  might  Divinity  School  at  Samford  Uni-  consideration.  Associated  Bsyrtist  but  carxlidates  have  been  assigned 

dent  for  Southwestern  Seminary  iriterview  four.  We  might  inter-  versity  in  Birmingham,  Ala.;  and  Press  has  learned.  to  three  “tiers,”  indicating  the 

has  begun  intemews  with  candi-  view  six.  We’re  not  sure.  ’  Ralph  Smith,  pastor  of  Hyde  Park  The  committee  is  seeking  a  committee’s  level  of  interest  at 

dates,  according  to  the  search  Other  seminary  sources  dose  to  Btqrtist  Church  in  Austin,  Texas,  successor  to  Russell  Dilday,  who  this  time. 

.  the  process  consistently  name  four  and  a  former  trustee  chairman  at  was  fired  as  president  March  9  by  Seaborn  said  the  committee. 

Committee  chairman  Miles  men  among  die  top  c^tdrdates  —  Southwestern.  the  conservative-dominated  trustee  which  has  received  “iqiproximate- 

Seaborn  said  he  is  “not  at  liberty  Richard  Larxl,  executive  director  Two  other  names  prominently  board,  which  accused  Dilday  of  ly  20  to  23”  nominations  with 

to  say  how  many  people  are  of  the  Soutl^m  Biqitist  Conven-  mentioned  are  John  Sullivan,  block^g  conservative  reforms  at  resumes,  is  beginning  the  inter¬ 
ring  interviewed  or  who  they  are.  tion’s  Christian  life  Cotnmissioii;  executive  director  of  the  Florida  die  3,000-student  Southern  B^itist  views  with  its  fiist-der  candidates. 

We  re  not  to  that  point  j^t,  but  Mark  Coppenger,  vice  president  Biqitist  Convention;  and  Jerry  Sut-  seminary,  the  nation’s  largest  Packets  of  information  about  the 

we  are  moving  along,”  said  for  convention  relations  at  the  ton,  pastor  of  Two  Rivers  B^tist  Seaborn  said  the  committee  is  seminary  have  been  sent  to  the 
Seaborn,  pastor  of  Birchman  SBC  Executive  Conunittee;  Timo-  Cburchin  Nashville,  Term.,  but  still  in  the  early  stages  of  its  work,  interviewees. 


RTVC  Nicaragua 
documentary  to  be 
distributed  by  NBC 
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FORT  WORTH  (BP)  —  killing  more  than  6,000  pet^le.  Thursday,  June  16, 1994 
“Nicaragua:  Finding  Peace”  is  the  The  documentary  csqitures  the 
latest  television  documentary  pro-  faith  and  commitment  of  Chris- 
duced  by  the  Southern  Baptist  tians  in  the  Miskito  Indian  village 
Radio  and  Television  Commission  of  Saupuka,  which  is  in  the  l^est 
for  distribution  by  NB£.  Central  American  rain  forest  ar^  is 

Sept.  4  is  the  anticipated  broad-  on  the  banks  of  the  Coco  River? 
cast  date  of  the  program  for  most  Caught  in  the  crossfire  of  guerrilla 
NBC  affiliates.  The  network  will  wars,  the  Indians  were  forced  into 
feed  the  program  to  its  affiliates  by  resettlement  camps  and  later  into 
satellite  the  night  of  Aug.  31  or  United  Nations  refugee  camps, 
morning  of  Sept.  1,  depending  on  They  have  rebuilt  Sau^a  after  it 
the  time  zone.  Viewers  will  need  to  was  burned  by  guerrillas  and 
check  local  TV  listings.  reclaimed  by  jungle  growth. 

The  RTVC’s  Rosser  McDonald,  They  immediately  built  a  tem- 
who  produced  and  directed  the  porary  Baptist  church  out  of  barn- 
documentary,  said  the  vastness  of  boo  and  are  now  working  on  a  per- 
Nicaragua  —  the  largest  country  in  manent  building  in  which  to  con- 
Central  America  —  captures  the  duct  their  six  weekly  services, 
essence  of  the  term  “mission  Also  featured  in  “Nicaragua: 
field.”  Hnding  Peace”  is  Missionary  Avi- 

“The  raw  harshness  of  the  larxl  ation  Rllowship  pilot  Bill  Syring 
can  be  overwhelming,”  he  said,  and  his  wife  Sherrie  and  Baptist 
“but  not  when  pitted  against  the  missionaries  Jim  aixl  Viola  Palmer, 
faith  and  commitment  of  God’s  The  documentary  is  a  testimony 
people  there.”  to  the  intensely  personal  perspec- 

Geographically,  Nicaragua,  five  of  how  Cluistians  are  working 
straddles  two  of  the  great  tectonic  together  to  present  Jesus  to  the  lost 
segments  of  the  earth’s  crust,  in  a  larxl  gutted  by  civil  strife, 
which  when  they  collide  common-  Churches,  groups  or  individuals 
ly  produce  active  volcanoes  and  interested  in  iMoimation  on  how  to 
earthquakes.  A  massive  earthquake  host  a  local  premiere  by  satellite 
in  1972  destroyed  what  was  the  can  call  RTVC  consulting  services 
thriving  ctqiital  dty  of  Managua,  at  (817)  737-401 1. 
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Southern  Baptist  Convention 
coverage  on  its  way 

The  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  annual  meeting  is 
imderway  this  week  in  Orlando,  Fla.  Full  Convention  cover¬ 
age  will  he  published  in  the  June  23  issue  of  The  Baptist 
Record.  At  press  time,  the  Pastor’s  Conference  and  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  will  have  met  June  12-13;  the  Convention 
meeting  will  have  begun  Tuesday  morning,  June  14.  The 
highlight  of  the  Pastor’s  Conference  was  the  appointment  of 
55  new  missionaries  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  Sunday 
evening.  (See  page  5.) 


OUTSTANDING  SERVICE  —  The  DIscIpleshIp  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Mose  Dangerfield  (above,  left)  recently  awarded  Matthew  Keith  the 
Associational  Discipleship  Training  Director  of  the  Year  Award  for  out¬ 
standing  service  as  an  associational  leader.  Keith  (right)  is  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Corinth.  For  nearly  10  years,  he  has  led  Alcorn  Association 
in  training  schools,  attendance  at  Gulfshore  and  Ridgecrest  (assemblies), 
associational  leader  training  events,  "M”  Nights,  and  Bible  drills.  He  also 
has  enlisted  a  full  Associational  Discipleship  Training  Team,  and  earned 
the  Associational  Discipleship  Training  Gold  Award. 


Texas  exec,  board  targets 
trustees  for  firing  Dilday 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Trustees  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  “acted 
irresponsibly  and  unconscionably 
in  the  manner  in  which  they 
removed  Russell  Dilday  from  the 
presidency  of  the  seminary,” 
according  to  the  executive  board 
of  the  Baptist  General  Convention 
of  Texas. 

With  13  abstentions  and  some 
opposing  votes,"  a  clear  majority  of 
tte  213-member  board  at  its  quar¬ 
terly  meeting  in  Dallas  June  7 
approved  a  resolution  presented  by 
Bruce  Prescottrpastor  of  East- 
haven  Church,  Houston.  The  reso¬ 
lution  praised  Dilday  as  “a  man  of 
uncompromising  integrity,  unre- 
{Hoachable  theology,  and  unassail¬ 
able  administrative  abilities”  and 
condemned  the  actions  of  the  trus¬ 
tees  who  fired  him  on  March  9. 

In  other  business,  the  BGCT 
executive  board  approved  a  rec¬ 
ommendation  by  BGCT  President 
Jerold  R.  McBride,  pastor  of  First 


Church,  San  Angelo,  calling  for 
the  appointment  of  a  theological 
education  study  committee. 

The  recommendation  autho¬ 
rized  the  president  of  the  BGCT 
and  the  diairman  of  the  executive 
board  to  2q}point  a  committee  of  at 
least  15  members  “to  study  the 
possible  need  for  additional  0{^r- 
tunities  for  theological  education 
in  Texas.” 

As  recommended,  the  commit¬ 
tee  will  “evaluate  the  current  theo¬ 
logical  education  programs  to 
determine  their  adequacies  to  meet 
the  need  of  Baptist  churches  and 
other  denominational  entities  in 
Texas.” 

The  committee  will  bring  its 
findings  and  recommendations  to 
the  BGCT  executive  board  at  its 
Sept.  13  meeting.  If  approved  by 
the  board,  its  recommendations 
would  be  considered  by  the  con¬ 
vention  at  its  annual  meeting  Oct. 
31 -Nov.  1  in  Amarillo,  Texas. 


Prescott,  Memphis,  leaves 
SBC  over  swing  to  right 

By  David  Waters 


MEMPHIS  (ABP)  —  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Prescott  Memorial 
Church.  Memphis,  voted  Sunday, 
June  5,  to  sever  the  78-year-old 
church’s  lifelong  ties  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

“The  present  direction  of  the 
SBC  is  in  direct  opposition  to  our 
own  understanding  of  our  mission 
and  vision  as  a  Baptist  church,” 
Nancy  Hastings  Sehested,  the 
church’s  pastor,  said  after  the 
vote  that  followed  morning  wor¬ 
ship. 

The  62-1  vote  ends  a  stormy 
relationship  between  church  and 
denomination  that  began  in  1968 
when  Prescott  became  the  first 
racially  inclusive  SBC  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  Memphis  area. 

Conflicts  continued  over  the 


years  as  Prescott  displayed  its 
B2q)tist  independence  by  voting  to 
ordain  women  as  deacons,  recog¬ 
nize  Christian  bsq)tisms  otter  than 
Baptist,  allow  non-Baptist  Chris¬ 
tians  to  share  in  communion,  and 
hire  a  female  pastor. 

Sunday’s  vote  more  or  less 
formalized  the  church’s  and  the 
denomination’s  gradual  disassoci- 
ation  from  each  otter. 

Prescott  was  kicked  out  of  the 
Shelby  Association  in  1987  after 
becoming  the  first  SBC  church  in 
Tennessee  to  hire  a  female  pastor. 
The  church  held  on  to  its  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  state  and  national 
conventions. 

Reprinted  with  permission  of 
THE  (Memphis)  COMMER¬ 
CIAL  APPEAL. 


Coppenger  says  Baptist  media 
didn’t  tell  all  on  Dilday  firing 


NASHVILLE  (ABP)  —  A  pub¬ 
lication  touted  to  promote  what’s 
right  with  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  devotes  two  pages  of 
its  June  issue  to  reporting  what’s 
wrong  with  B2q)tist  media  cover¬ 
age  of  Russell  Dilday ’s  firing. 

The  two-page  article  in  SBC 
Life  was  written  by  Mark  Cop¬ 
penger,  SBC  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  vice  president  for  public  rela¬ 
tions  and  a  candidate  to  replace 
Dilday,  who  was  fi^  March  9  as 
president  of  Soutliwestem  Semi¬ 
nary  by  the  school’s  conservative 
trustees. 

Coppenger  is  editor  of  SBC 
Life,  which  is  published  by  the 
Executive  Committee  and  mailed 
to  about  70,000  church  and 
denominational  leaders  every 
month.  His  article  also  takes  to 
task  Associated  Baptist  Press,  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship, 
Biqitist  Press,  Religious  News  Ser¬ 
vice,  Christianity  Today,  South¬ 
western  Seminary’s  faculty,  and 
the  secular  press. 

Coppenger  reserves  his  praise 
for  two  publications  —  the  Indi¬ 
ana  Baptist,  published  by  the  state 
convention  which  he  previously 
served  as  executive  director  and 
whose  editor  he  hired,  and  World, 


an  independent  evangehcal  journal 
based  in  Asheville,  N.C. 

All  other  publications,  Cop¬ 
penger  implies,  could  not  be  trust¬ 
ed  to  tell  Biq)tists  the  true  story 
about  Southwestern.  That’s  why 
he  decided  to  use  SBC  Life  to  teU 
“the  rest  of  the  story,”  he  wrote. 

“I  know  this  sort  of  talk  is  dis¬ 
tressing  to  some  readers.  Couldn’t 
we  just  be  nice  and  positive?  Well, 
folks,  it  is  nice  and  positive  to 
stand  up  for  conscientious  trustees 
who  are  being  dog-piled  by  the 
press.  And  I  can’t  see  where  it 
would  be  particularly  nice  to 
remain  silent.” 

When  Coppenger  launched 
SBC  Life  last  summer,  he  billed  it 
as  a  “good  news”  publication  to 
tell  all  the  positive  things  about 
the  SBC  that  don’t  get  reported 
elsewhere. 

But  Jim  Watters,  president  of 
the  state  Baptist  papers’  profes¬ 
sional  group,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Press  Association,  reacted  to  Cop- 
penger’s  depaiture  from  this  for¬ 
mat. 

“His  long  and  quarrelsome 
opinion  piece  about  the  South¬ 
western  Seminary  fiasco...  comes 
across  as  the  work  of  a  partisan 
spin  doctor,  ratter  than  the  effort 


of  a  journalist  committed  to  pre¬ 
senting  the  news  about  the  Good 
News,”  said  Watters,  editor  of  the 
Northwest  Baptist  Witness. 

“It  is  paradoxical  that  Cop¬ 
penger,  the  advocate  of  good-news 
journalism,  would  allow  himself 
to  publish  such  rancor  about  fel¬ 
low  Southern  Bi^ist  editors  and 
their  publications.^’ 

Cq^)enger  acknowledged  he  is 
a  can^date  for  the  Southwestern 
presidency,  but  be  said  that  did  not 
factor  into  his  decision  to  write  the 
SBC  Life  article.  “People  can 
speculate  about  motives  all  they 
want,  but  I  wrote  the  article  out  of 
a  sense  of  indignation,”  he  said. 
“...Sometimes  you  do  what  you 
have  to  do  and  let  the  chips  fall 
where  they  may.” 

Coppenger  said  he  received  a 
phone  call  from  “an  angry  pastor” 
who  accused  him  of  using  the  arti¬ 
cle  to  ingratiate  himself  to  South- 
westem’s  trustees.  But  such  an 
objective  could  backfire,  Cop¬ 
penger  noted,  because  “then  you 
become  mote  controversial.” 

Asked  if  he  is  being  inter¬ 
viewed  by  the  search  committee, 
Coppenger  said  he  would  “leave  it 
to  the  committee”  to  discuss  those 
matters. 


New  tax  law  alters  reports 
for  charitable  contributions 


By  Paul  G.  Jones  H 


The  1993  tax  package  passed  by  Congress  and 
signed  by  President  Clinton  will  affect  the  d^uctilnl- 
ity  of  some  charitable  contributions.  For  contribu¬ 
tions  made  after  Dec.  31,  1993,  two  substantiation 
rules  may  aj^ly. 

The  first  rule  requites  substantiation  of  single  con¬ 
tributions  of  $250  or  mote.  Clanceled  checks  catuiot 
be  used  after  Dec.  31,  1993,  for  substantiation  of  a 
single,  individual  donation  of  $250  or  mote. 

Donors  will  not  be  allowed  a  tax  deduction  for  an 
individual  cash  or  property  contribution  of  $250  or 
mote,  unless  they  receive  a  written  acknowledgment 
from  the  church  or  other  tax  exempt  group.  The 
receipt  must  meet  the  following  requirements: 

1.  The  receipt  must  be  in  writing  on  a  form  or  let¬ 
ter  bearing  the  name  and  address  of  the  cburdi. 

2.  The  receipt  must  specifically  list  the  name  of 
the  donor,  though  a  social  security  number  is  not 
marxlated. 

3.  For  the  donation  of  property  exceeding  $250  as 
valued  by  the  donor,  the  receipt  must  describe  the 
jnx^rty  but  no  value  should  be  stated  by  the  recipi¬ 
ent. 

4.  The  receipt  must  show  each  separate  contribu¬ 
tion  of  cash  or  property  of  $250  or  more. 

5.  The  receipt  must  indicate  whether  or  not  the 
church  provided  any  goods  or  services  to  the  dorror  in 
exdian^  for  the  contribution. 

If  tte  church  provides  only  “intangible  religious 
benefits,”  then  the  receipt  must  contain  a  statement 
indicating  that  fact.  If  the  church  provided  goods  or 
services  for  tte  contribution,  tte  receipt  must  include 
a  good  faith  estimate  of  tte  value  of  those  goods  or 
services. 

6.  Tte  receipt  must  be  received  by  tte  donor  on  or 
before  tte  earlier'of  two  possible  dates:  tte  date  the 
contributor  files  a  tax  return  claiming  a  deduction  for 
the  contribution,  or  tte  due  date  (including  exten¬ 
sions)  for  filing  tte  return. 

A  donor  may  not  wait  until  an  audit  to  secure  writ¬ 
ten  confirmation  of  tte  donation,  and  tte  church  can¬ 
not  backdate  such  a  receipt. 


7.  Tte  burden  is  placed  on  the  donor,  not  tte 
church,  to  secure  necessary  documentation  of  contri¬ 
butions.  Technically,  tte  church  is  responsible  only 
for  a  legally-correct  receipt,  if  it  is  requested  by  the 
donor. 

However,  the  IRS  report  on  the  new  law  urges 
churches  and  charities  “to  assist  taxpayers  in  meeting 
tte  substanliatioo  requirements.” 

A  “quid  pro  quo”  contribution  (payment  that  is 
partly  a  contribution  and  partly  a  payment  for  goods 
or  services  received  in  exchange  for  tte  contribution) 
of  more  than  $75  requires  that  tte  church  provide  a 
written  statement  or  receipt  to  tte  donor  that  meets 
two  conditions: 

1.  Tte  receipt  must  inform  tte  donor  that  tte  tax 
deductible  amount  is  only  tte  amount  in  excess  of  the 
value  of  tte  goods  or  services  provided  by  tte  church 
in  return. 

2.  Tte  receipt  must  indicate  a  good  faith  estimate 
of  tte  value  of  tte  goods  or  services  furnished  to  tte 
donor.  It  should  be  noted  that  a  receipt  need  not  be 
given  if  only  “token”  services  or  goods  are  provided 
to  tte  donor. 

Moreover,  tte  quid  pro  quo  rule  does  not  apply 
when  otdy  intangible  religious  benefits  are  received. 
For  example,  regular  monetary  contributions  to  a 
church  are  not  considered  to  be  in  exchange  for 
goods  or  services. 

Tte  new  rules  regarding  charitable  contributions 
demand  a  new  level  of  stewardship  on  tte  part  of 
both  donor  and  church.  Tte  church  treasurer,  finan¬ 
cial  secretary,  and/or  finarKe  committee  mu.st  faith¬ 
fully  carry  out  these  rules  as  a  part  of  their  “fiducia¬ 
ry”  responsibility. 

A  tax  attorney,  certified  public  accountant,  or 
other  financial  professional  can  provide  the  best 
answers  to  complex  tax  questions. 

Churches  desiring  more  information  can  contact 
tte  Christian  Action  Commission  (CAC)  of  tte  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jac^on, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800 

Jones  is  executive  director-treasurer,  CAC. 


FMB  names  55  missionaries 
eight  with  Mississippi  ties 


Mississippi-Kazakh  connections 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Clearview  Church  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  the  par- 
entsand  brother  of  Biue  Mountain  College  graduate  Yakov  “Jake”  Roud- 
kovski  (second  from  right)  came  to  the  United  States  from  Kazakhstan, 
former  Soviet  Union.  They  attended  Jake’s  graduation  May  8.  While  in  the 
U.S.,  Jake’s  father  Peter  (second  from  1^).  preached  at  Ecru  Church, 
where  Constantine  Volkov  (left). Interpreted  and  gave  his  testimony. 
Volkov  is  a  former  communist  party  fnember  who  was  saved  two  years 
ago.  He  teaches  English  in  a  high  school  in  the  Kazakh  capital  of  Almaty. 
Peter  Roudkovski  is  pastor  of  a  Russian  Baptist  church  in  Alm^,  and  the 
son  and  grandson  of  Baptist  preachers.  At  revivals  in  Mississippi  and 
Alabama  churches,  he  shared  information  on  God’s  work  in  the  Kazakh 
republic,  and  the  need  for  a  training  center  there  to  teach  national  pastors. 
Peter’s  wife  Tanya  (center)  accompanied  her  husband.  The  Roudkovskis 
and  Volkov  returned  home  June  1 1 .  Jake  hopes  to  attend  New  Orleans 
Seminary  in  the  fall.  His  younger  brother  Victor  (right)  will  then  begin  his 
second  year  at  Blua  Mountain  College. 

Cross  Over  effort  sees 
641  professions  of  faith 

ORLANDO,  Fla.  (BP)  —  At  techniques.  More  than  2,100  peo- 
least  641  people  made  professions  pie  were  trained  during  Cross  Over 
of  faith  as  a  result  of  Cross  Over  this -year. 

Orlando,  the  two-day  evangelism  Cross  Over  also  creates  a  cli- 
effort  prior  to  the  Southern  Baptist  mate  for  evangelism  by  saturating 
Convention.  the  area  with  the  go.spel,  Robinson 

Preliminary  reports  irvlicate  263  said.  During  Cross  Over,  the  plan 
professions  of  faith  from  block  of  salvation  was  presented  5,172 
parties,  220  from  door-to-door  wit-  times  and  4,366  Bibles  were  dis- 
nessing,  102  from  street  witnessing  tributed. 

events,  and  56  from  evangelism  Larry  Lewis,  HMB  president, 
rallies.  said  Cross  Over  demonstrates  the 

Cross  Over  became  a  regular  need  to  share  Christ  “home  to 
part  of  pre-convention  activities  in  home,  heart  to  heart  and  face  to 
1989,  and  the  record  number  of  face.”  It  also  illustrates  the  prind- 
professions  of  faith  —  1,267  —  pie  of  every  person’s  responsibility 
were  recorded  last  year  in  Hous-  to  witness  the  need  to  peime- 
toD.  ate  a  community  with  the  go^l. 

Cross  Over’s  success,  however.  Organizers  said  they  ^pe  vol- 
should  not  be  measured  solely  by  unteers  see  the  viability  of  such 
the  number  of  professions  of  faith,  activities  and  ministries  in  their 
said  Darrell  Robinson,  vice  presi-  hometowns, 
dent  of  evangelism  for  the  Home  “I  diink  there’s  an  excitement  in 
Mission  Board.  Cross  Over  Orlan-  that  some  people  are  sharing  their 
do  was  sponsored  by  the  HMB,  six  faith,  maybe  for  the  first  time,” 
Central  Florida  associations,  and  said  Jerry  Passmore,  evangelism 
the  Florida  Bsqjtist  Convention.  director  for  the  Florida  Baptist 

In  addition  to  seeing  people  Convention.  “Once  you’ve  won 
become  Christians,  Cross  Over  somebody  to  the  Lord  you’re  getK 
equips  Christians  to  witness  and  erally  ‘ruined’  forever.  You  want 
demonstrates  new  evangelism  to  do  it  again.” 
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In  face  of  rising  AIDS,  pregnancy  rates  — 


African  countries  embracing  “True 


Thuradav.  June  K.  1994 

Love  Waits”  campaign 


KAMPALA,  Uganda  (BP)  —  The 
'-voridwide  influence  of  ‘Tnie  Love  Waits” 
'nunues  to  grow  with  young  people  in 
'>everal  African  countries  now  participating 
m  the  sexual  abstinence  campaign  launched 
last  year  by  Southern  Bs^tists. 

A  nationwide  chastity  rally  at  City  Coun¬ 
cil  Hall  in  Kampala,  Uganda,  is  planned 
July  29,  the  same  date  similar  events  will 
take  place  in  the  United  States  and  Camda. 
Initiated  by  Southern  Bsmtist  missionaries 
Larry  and  Sharon  Pumpelly,  the  celebration 
is  expected  to  attract  between  3,000  and 
5,000  teenagers  and  college  students  from 
Uganda  and  surrounding  countries  in  east 
and  central  Africa. 

The  goal  of  “True  Love  Waits”  is  to 
encourage  teens  and  college  students  to  fol¬ 
low  biblical  teachings  and  remain  chaste 
until  marriage.  According  to  Pumpelly,  that 
message  is  flnding  a  receptive  ear  in  Ugan¬ 
da,  a  country  plagued  by  AIDS  and  other 
.sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

“AIDS  is  a  tremendous  problem  here,” 
she  said.  “Thirty  percent  of  healthy  preg¬ 
nant  women  who  conle  in  for  prenatal  care 
are  found  to  be  HIV-positive.” 

The  campaign  already  has  gained  the 
support  of  Janet  Museveni,  wife  of  Ugan¬ 
da's  president,  Yoweri  Museveni. 

“She’s  a  committed  Christian  and  she  is 
very  supportive  of  the  campaign,”  Pumpelly 
said.  “She  is  hosting  a  key  meeting  for  us  on 
July  6.  We’ve  invited  key  religious,  govem- 


By  Chip  Alford 


Uganda 


campaign  is  an  ecumenical  effort  with  Bap¬ 
tists,  Catholics,  Anglicans,  and  Pentecostals 
working  together  ^ongside  other  religious 
and  government  leaders.  The  July  29  rally 
will  feature  a  wide  range  of  activities, 
iiKluding  skits,  music,  and  testimonies  from 
teens  who  have  already  promised  to  Tefrain 
from  sex  until  their  wedt^g  night 

Following  the  event,  Pumpelly  said  two- 
day  True  Love  Waits  conferences  will  be 
held  at  approximately  30  sites  across  the 
.  A  series  of  nine  lessons  will  edu¬ 
cate  young  people  about  the  biblical  view  of 
sexuality. 

At  tire  end  of  each  conference,  partici¬ 
pants  will  have  an  opportunity  to  sign 
covenant  cards  promising  to 
remain  chaste  until  they  marry. 
Pumpelly  said  the  cards  will  be 
coUected  and  likely -{resented 
to  the  Ugandan  president. 

“We’re  very 
excited  about  this 
campaign.  The 
youth  who  are 
already  participating 
are  so  entbuaastic.  I  think 
this  will  go  beyond  our 
wildest  imaginatioa  People 
here  are  hungry  to  be  chal¬ 
lenged.” 

Uganda  is  not  the  only 
African  country  embracing  True 
Love  Waits.  In  April,  the 


ment, 

itary  leaders 
across  the  country, 
including  the  minis¬ 
ter  of  education.  We 
will  make  a  presen¬ 
tation  about  the  cam 
paign  and  several 
teenagers  who  have  committed  to  absti¬ 
nence  will  share  their  testimonies.” 

True  Love  Waits  also  has  been 
endorsed  by  the  Uganda  National  Stu¬ 
dent  Association,  Pumpelly  said,  adding 
there  is  “a  very  good  possibility”  the 
campaign  will  become  part  of  the  curricu 
lum  in  Ugandan  schools. 

As  in  America,  the  Ugandan  abstinence 


women’s  department  of  the  Togolese  Baptist 
Convention  launched  a  French-language 
version  of  the  campaign  at  a  camp  for  Chris¬ 
tian  gills  in  Togo’s  capital  city  of  Lome. 

A  group  of  94  girls  spent  three  days 
studying  the  biblical  plan  for  dating  and 
marriage.  Eighty-nine  of  the  girls  later 
signed  covenant  cards  pledging  abstinence 
until  marriage. 

“When  ^  girls  returned  to  their  home 
churches  and  told  others  about  their  study 
and  commitment,  they  received  a  very 
enthusiastic  response,”  Patsy  Eitelman,  a 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  in  Togo, 
reported.  “Many  churches  are  ^ready  a^- 
ing  how  they  can  obtmn  this  teaching  for 
their  youth.” 

In  Kenya,  130  students  at  Nyeri  Baptist 
High  School  pledged  to  remain  chaste  until 
they  marry  during  a  True  Love  Waits  com¬ 
mitment  service  in  late  1993.  The  students 
considered  love  for  their  unborn  children, 
their  future  mate,  their  friends,  themselves, 
and  God  as  reasons  for  abstinence. 

Campaign  organizers  say  international 
participation  in  Tme  Love  Waits  is  likely  to 
escalate  as  the  Baptist  World  Alliance 
begins  to  carry  the  program  to  its  165  Bap¬ 
tist  groups  representing  more  than  38  mil¬ 
lion  Baptists  in  150  countries.  As  part  of 
BWA’s  efforts.  True  Love  Waits  guidance 
materials  are  being  translated  into  Spanis]i, 
German,  and  French. 

Alford  writes  for  BSSB. 


Baptist  prayers  for  Muslim  world  bringing  results  in  Africa 


ORLANDO,  Fla.  (BP)  —  Ear- 
Uer  this  year  during  Ramadan,  the 
Muslim  month  of  fasting,  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  foreign  missionaries 
and  many  supporters  back  home 
prayed  for  the  Muslim  world. 

When  Jerry  Rankin  and  bis 
wife  Bobbye  visited  Africa  for 
three  weeks  in  May,  they  saw 
firsthand  (he  results  cf  these 
prayers.  j 

In  one  West  African  country 
where  90%  of  Ok'  people  are  Mu.s¬ 


lims,  the  missionaries  committed 
themselves  to  78  hours  of  inter¬ 
cession  for  Muslims. 

During  Ramadan,  a  Muslim 
priest  came  to  a  Baptist  center 
there,  the  Southern  Baptist  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board  president  told 
FMB  trustees  June  1 1  at  their 
meeting  in  Orlando. 

The  priest  said  he  and  some 
colleagues  were  sitting  around 
with  nothing  to  do  and  began  to 
talk  and  wonder  what  the  Bible 


was  all  about.  He  asked  if  the  cen¬ 
ter  had  a  Bible  they  could  read. 

In  another  strong  Muslim 
country,  eight  missionaries,  who 
hadn’t  had  any  baptisms  the  year 
before,  “had  just  spent  the  week 
before  we  met  them  in  their 
prayer  retreat,”  Rankin  said. 

They  had  been  studying  Henry 
Blackaby’s  book.  Experiencing 
God,  and  were  praying  earnestly 
for  God  to  indicate  he  was  at 
work  in  their  country. 

As  one  of  the  missionaries 
went  for  a  walk  one  afternoon,  a 
man  approached  and  a.sked  why  he 
was  there.  When  he  explained  he 
was  a  missionary,  the  man  replied 
he  had  heard  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
wanted  to  know  about  him. 

The  mi.ssionary  told  him  about 
the  gospel  message  and  the  man 
quickly  accepted  Jesus  as  Savior. 


GROTON.  Conn.  (BP)  — 
WTien  Jim  Sclineider  announced  he 
wa.s  moving  from  Missouri  to  Con¬ 
necticut  to  become  pastor  of  a 
Southern  Baptist  church,  his  grand¬ 
mother  thought  it  was  “the  worst 
thing  in  ttie  world.” 

“God  is  not  going  to  leave  you 
there  for  more  than  two  years,” 
Schneider  recalls  her  predicting. 
But  how  wrong  she  was. 

Schneider  has  served  as  pastor 
of  Pleasant  Valley  Chlrch,  Groton, 
Conn.,  since  1961  and  is  the 
longest-serving  pastor  in  the  history 
of  New  Englaixi  Southern  Baptists. 

Schneider’s  older  brother.  Jack, 


Then  he  asked  the  missionary  to 
go  with  him  to  his  village  so  his 
family  could  also  know  about 
Jesus. 

After  consultation,  three  mis¬ 
sionaries  decided  to  go  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  despite  the  risk  Christians 
face  in  Muslim  regions.  Protocol 
required  they  inform  the  village 
chief  why  they  had  come.  They 
did  so  —  with  some  anxiety. 

“Why  should  only  this  man’s 
family  hear  what  you  have  come 
to  say?”  the  chief  a.sked.  He  called 
the  whole  village  together  to  hear 
them.  In  the  mid.st  of  their  testi¬ 
mony,  the  call  to  prayer  sounded 
from  the  mo.sque.  The  men  all  left 
to  wash  and  pray  hut  quickly 
returned  to  hear  the  mi.ssionarie.s. 

“If  what  you  arc  saymg  is  true, 
there  must  be  two  vv  ays  to  God  — 
the  Muslim  way  and  the  Chrisliiui 


has  been  pastor  of  the  nearby  Bap¬ 
tist  Fellowship  of  ('olumbia.  Conn 
since  1966  Together  the  two  men 
have  served  an  impressive  com¬ 
bined  total  of  6(t  years  as  New  F.ng- 
land  pastors 

Becau.se  of  their  large  statute  — 
Jim  is  6’.*'”  —  and  outgoing  per¬ 
sonalities.  some  have  called  the 
Schneider  brothers  “James  and 
John,  the  soas  of  thunder,”  after  the 
biblical  personalities  of  the  same 
name. 

Jack  is  quick  to  point  out  in 
response  that  his  name  is  not  a 
nickname  for  John.  “It’s  just  Jack,” 
he  insists. 


way,”  one  old  man  up  front  com¬ 
mented. 

“No,  there’s  only  one  true 
way,”  the  missionary  replied 
boldly.  Then  he  patiently 
explained  again,  why  the  Bible 
teaches  salvation  comes  only 
through  the  atoning  death  of 
Jesus. 

“Then  we  must  follow  Jesus.” 
the  old  man  declared. 

When  the  missionaries  asked 
who  would  believe,  14  came  for¬ 
ward.  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  (he  palms  of  their  hands  lift¬ 
ed  in  Muslim  fashion,  and  prayed 
to  receive  Jesus. 

Rankin  said  (he  missionaries 
returned  with  “a  renewed  vision 
and  an  awe.somc  sease  of  a  pow¬ 
erful  God  who  answers  prayer  anti 
is  moving  to  bring  a  lost  world  to 
redemption.” 

to  ministry 


When  Jim  started  as  pastor. 
Uiere  were  just  22  people.  • 

Tlie  C'lrolon-New  London  area 
known  as  the  .siibmanne  capital  of 
the  world,  has  had  a  Christian 
influence  from  Jim’s  faithful  .ser¬ 
vice.  Currently,  nearly  500  people 
attend  either  of  two  uplifting  non- 
traditional  Sunday  .services 

If  all  of  the  former  members 
were  .still  pre.sent.  Pleasant  Valley 
Baptist  could  now  count  more  than 
S.CiOO  members.  Many  were  trarvs- 
feired  from  the  area  by  the  military 
or  employers. 

Nicholas  is  news  editor,  the 
NEW  ENGLAND  BAPTIST. 


New  Orleans  hospitals  merge 

Mercy  Baptist  Health  Center  in  New  Orleans  is  the  result  of  a  merger  of 
a  Baptist  and  Catholic  hospital.  In  working  with  fellow  employees  during 
the  merger,  Chaplain  Gene  Huffstutler  (above)  said  he  realized  that  “Insti¬ 
tutionalism  is  one  of  the  chief  forms  of  idolatry  in  our  society.”  (BP  photo) 


Brothers  devote  60  years 

By  Dan  Nichola.v 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light:  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the  housetops.  Matthew  10:27  NAS 


HouseTops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


BECOMING  A  CHRISTIAN 
PART  TWO 


Bf  you've  never  actually  accepted 
Jesus  as  lord  and  savior,  it  is  the 
only  issue  that  is  important.  And 
don't  be  concerned  about  being 
"good"  enough  to  become  a 
Christian.  God  wants  us  to  come 
to  him 'from  wherever  we  are  in 
our  lives.  He  actuall’^  makes 
"new"  people  out  of  us.  A  person  who’  is  new 
in  Christ  still  has  a  battle  to  become  the  kind 
of  person  God  wants  us  to  be,  but  we  have 
help.  When  a  person  becomes  a  Christian, 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  enters  that  person  and 
remains  to  assist  that  person  in  the  life  of  a 
Christian.  Actually,  we  believe  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  already  been  at  work  in  the  life  of  a 
person  who  becomes  a  Christian,  getting  him 
or  her  ready  for  that  new  life.  Otherwise,  he 
wouldn't  listen  to  someone  who  tells  him 
about  Jesus.  And  we  believe  that  once  you 
give  your  life  to  Christ,  you  belong  to  Him  for¬ 
ever — that  He  will  never  turn  you  away. 

(This  is  one  in  a  series  on  Baptists — who  we  are 
and  what  we  do.) 


Bonnie  Reicheri,  Huntsville,  Ala. 

Serving:  Prentiss  Baptist  Assn. 

Supervisor:  Harris  Counce  Jennifer  Shearon,  Be 

Serving:  Prenti: 
Supervisor:; 


Iville,  Miss, 
faptist  Assn, 
rris  Counce 


Angela  Lee,  Erinis, 

Serving:  North  Delt^aptist  Assn 
Supervisor:  ^C.  Johnson 


7"hese  are  the  student  summer 
missionaries  who  are  working  in 
Mississippi  this  summer.  They 
were  requested  by  the  associations  and 
appointed  by  the  Home  Mission  Board 
to  do  a  variety  of  ministries.  They  were 
oriented  by  the  Missions  Extension  and 
Associational  Administration  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Convention  Board.  They 
will  be  doing  resort  work,  survey. 

Vacation  and  Mission  Bible  Schools,  Donna  Reed, 
and  youth  work.  Reports  on  their  work  Serving:  Wins! 
this  summer  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  Supervised 
HouseTops.  I 


Stacy  Michael,  Whifc^ell,  Tenn. 
Serving:  North  Del^waptist  Assn 
Supervisor:  M.C.  Johison 


[iisville.  Miss. 
Baptist  Assn, 
lul  Blanchard 


Missions  Extension  and 
Associational  Administration 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-053a 
(601)968-3800 


ACP  Training  June  28,  29 


Don  Q.  Wilson,  Director 

Consultants:  )im  Booth,  Richard  Brogan,  Neron  Smith 
Support  Staff:  Brenda  Box,  Dot  Herring,  Elaine  Smith 


On  June  28  and  29,  the  Convention  Board  will 
be  training  associational  clerks  in  use  of  the 
1994  Annual  Church  Profile  (ACP)  software. 
ACP  was  formerly  known  as  the  Uniform  Church 
Letter. 

The  first  day  will  be  for  beginners,  second  for 
advanced.  These  clerks  will  train  their  church 
clerks  in  use  of  the  software. 

The  ACP  is  a  measure  of  church  performance 
and  a  church  growth  tool  for  churches,  associa¬ 
tions,  state  conventions,  and  SBC  agencies.  This 
is  the  tool  that  is  used  to  understand  patterns  of 
Sunday  School  growth,  giving  practices,  and  a 
hundred  other  statistical  analyses. 

The  new  software  is  more  user-friendly,  with 
more  built-in  error  checking  capabilities,  and 
reformatted  in  a  more  logical  sequence. 


Shawdm  Pope,  Jayess,  Miss. 
Serving  Pike  Baptist  Association 
Supe^sor:  Steve  Gri|^  .. 


Marcus  Cath( 


Arthur  Siggers 


July  1-14,1994 


Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Freedom  -  that  American  principle  we  have  always  cherished.*.. and  the 
responsibility  that  goes  with  freedom... let's  pray  these  days  for  the 
preservation  of  freedom. 

for  President  Clinton 

1 

for  Congress  as  an 
entity 

2 

for  your  own 

for  judges  who  sit  in 

for  juries  who  bring  in 

for  law  enforcement 

— 

for  Governor  Fordice 

for  the  Mississippi 

for  your  own  members 

representatives  and 

courts  of  every  level 

verdicts 

officers  where  you  live 

legislature 

of  the  Mississippi 

senators 

... 

- 

legislature 

3 

4 

5 

6 

,  7 

8 

9 

for  the  mayor  of  your 

for  the  governing  body 

for  your  family  as  you 

for  your  pastor.as  he 

for  your  church  as  it 

1 

town 

of  your  town 

live  within  the  free- 

leads 

takes  stands  against 

Prayer  Ministry  Office 

dom  of  America, 

wrong  things 

P.  O.  Box  530 

flawed  though  it  may 

Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

be 

Phone:  968-3800,  Ext.  3904 

• 

Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-^87-PRAY 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

t 

Summer  WMU  Leadership  Training 
Opportunities  For  All  Age  Levels: 


Associational  Leader  Training 


August  2 

12:30 

August  4 

12:30 

•August  5-6 

3:00  F 

•july  7-9 

7:40  p 

•July  14-16 

7:40  p 

•july  28-30 

7:40  p 

•August  4-6 

7:40  p 

August  2 

9:30  a 

6:30  p 

August  3 

9^0  a 

August  4 

9:30  a 

6:30  p 

•August  5-6 

3:00  p 

Church  Leader  Training 

1.  (Thursday)  -  12:00  p.m.  (Saturday) 
1.  (Thursday)  -  12:00  p.m.  (Saturday) 
1.  (Thursday)  -  12:00  p.m.  (Saturday) 
.  (Thursday)  -  12:00  p.m.  (Saturday) 
.  -  2:00  p.m.  (Tuesday) 

.  -  9:00  p.m.  (Tuesday) 

.-  200  p.m.  (Wednesday)  .. 

.  -  2:00  p.m.  (Thursday) 

.  -  9:00  p.m.  (Thursday) 

.  (Friday)  -  1 1 :30  a.m.  (Saturday) 


Camp  Garaywa 
Camp  Garaywa 
C!amp  Garaywa 


Gulfshore 
Gulfshore 
Gulfshore 
Gulfshore 
Camp  Garaywa 
Camp  Garaywa 
Camp  Garaywa 
Camp  Garaywa 
Camp  Garaywa 
Camp  Garaywa 


•Registration  is  required  for  Gulfshore  training.  Register  directly  at  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly--(601 )  452-7261 . 

•Registration  form  at  the  right  for  WMU  Summit  at  Camp  Garaywa,  August  5- 
6,1994.  Mail  registration  to  WMU  Summit,  Camp  Garaywa.  P.  O.  Box  1278, 
Clinton,  MS  39060. 

\ 

As  part  of  Project  Help,  we  would  like  for  each  person  to  bring  a  canned  good  and 
$25  to  donate  to  a  selected  ministry  center. 


August  5-6,1 994 •Camp  Garaywa 


Association  name  (for  ALT  track) _ 

Church  name  (for  CLT  track)  _ 

Church  Address _  ■ _ 

Contact  person  of  group 

Phone  number  of  contact  person _ 

Number  registering _  Amount  enclosed _ 

(registration  cost  is  $23  per  person) 


* 


Super  Summer  *94 


William  Carey  College 
July  25-29 

Super  Summer  Mississippi  is 
designed  for  the  young 
person  who  is  a  leader,  a  mature  and, 
responsible  Christian.  William 
Carey  College  is  the  host,  July 
25-29.  Young  people  attending 
Super  Summer  Mississippi 
spend  approximately  20  hours  in  evan¬ 
gelism  and  discipleship  training.  Quality 
leadership  from  our  convention  leads  our  youth 
in  study.  Another  20  hours  is  spent  in  athletics, 
small  group  sessions  and  free  time  as  well  as  a 
few  hours  of  sleep!  Youth  are  trained  in  how  to 
share  their  faith,  how  to  have  a  quiet  time,  how  to 
memorize  scripture,  how  to  find  God's  will  for  their 
lives,  and  more.  They  are  also  challenged  and 
equipped  to  utilize  their  talents  and  penetrate  their  culture  for 
Christ  in  creative  and  effective  ways.  Throughout  the  schools 
we  help  these  young  people  utilize  the  freedom  they  have  in 
Christ  to  change  the  world.  Best  of  all,  this  week  is  one  of  the 
greatest  weeks  of  our  lives. 

',t 

What  age  groups  go? 

'  Training  schools  are  offered  for  those  having  completed  8th, 
9th,  10th.  11th  and  12th  grade.  There  is  also  a  school  for 
adults  attending  with  the  youth. 

What  to  bring? 

Bible.  Ix'dding  (single  sheets,  blanket,  pillow),  towels,  etc., 
sptmding  money  and  casual  clothing.  Clothing  is  to  be  conser- 
vaUve.  Dresses  and  slacks  are  encouraged  for  Rainbow 
Celebration  (walking  shorts  are  permitted).  Be  sure  your 
name  is  marked  on  all  Mongings  including  Ihe  name  of  your 
church  and  city.  Super  Swnmer  is  not  responsible  for  lost 
items. 


of  your  Cooperative  Progr^ 
KSSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  BO^ 

|i»ausey.  Executive  Director-Treasu^ 
PPobbs,  Administrative  Assistant  for  ^ 
S^Smith,  Chairman,  YOUTH  NIGHT  Cbr 


^prmation  contact  the  Church  Music  De'p^ 
ol' at  (6C1)  968-3800  extension  3867.  ^ 


Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Night 

Fri^y,  July  29 

Mississippi  M^orial  Stadium,  Jackson 

7:00 ^m.  Program^egins 
A  LOVE  OCRING  WILL  |kRECEIVED 

(A  gii^^  $1.00  per  person  is  sug^^ted) 

Intcrprctati^^^r  the  deaf  will  be  providedlmlthe  Stadium 


Each  church  is  to  send  one  adult  for  each  seven  youth  attend 
ing.  The  adult  may  attend  in  two  possible  roles:  an  adult 
participant  or  a  Team  Leader.  The  adult  participant  is  to 
participate  in  every  aspect  of  Super  Summer.  There  is  a 
School  provided  for  adults. 


CLASS  A  MEN’S  &  WOMEN’S  TOURNAMENTS 

(Churches  with  Sunday  School  enrMment  of  less  than  500) 

JULY  22-23.  1994 


The  Team  leader  is  vital  to  the  Super  Summer  experience. 
The  role  of  Team  Leader  is  one  of  overall  support,  discussion 
leader,  discipUne  ossistanL  and  dorm  siq)ervisor.  They  are  to 
be  20  years  of  age  or  have  completed  their  sophomore  year  of 
college.  They  need  to  be  able  to  relate  well  to  young  people 
and  their  needs.  They  live,  eat  and  sleep  with  the  youth.  This 
assignment  demands  a  spiritually  mature  person. 


CLASS  AA  MEN’S  &  WOMEN’S  TOURNAMENTS 

(Churches  wUh  Sunday  Stfwoi  enrollment  of 500  and  above) 

AUGUST  12-13.  1994 


Entiy  forms  and  regulations  will  be  mailed  to  churches.  JUNE  5 
Tournaments  will  be  {^yed  on  the  Jackson  City  Fields 


If  you  are  in  a  small  church  and  find  you  are  having  a  problem 
securing  Team  Leaders,  you  can  combine  luith  another  church. 
Be  sure  you  work  it  out  when  registering  your  young  people. 
Notify  the  Super  Summer  office  as  to  what  you  are  doing. 


Tournament  Director:  Tom  F>rather,  P.  O.  Box  509,  Clinton,  MS  39060 


A  ministry  of  Discipleship  Si  Family  Ministry  DqKutment 

,  Wes  Pegues,  Church  Recreation  Consultant 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


L  vT  registration  information  contact  Wes  Pegues  at  the 
A.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  Qlscipleship  A 
Family  Ministry  Department.  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jbekson,  MS 
39205-0530,  or  cedi  him  at  (601)  968-3800,  extension  3886. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCE 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  Pass  Christian,  Miss 


September  9-10,  1994 


1994  BASIC  AND  ADVANCED 
CERTIFICATION  SEMINARS 

Camp  Gaiayvva,  Clinton 


BASIC  — 

August  23-25,  1994 

Betty  Acl.ims,  certitiecl  c  hurth  secreUirv 
instructor  of  the  Sunday  School  Board,  and 
secretary  at  Northside  Baptist  Church, 
Warner  Robins,  C,A 


ADVANCED  — 

August  23-25,  1994 

Sandra  Sartor,  certitit'd  r  hurch  se?(  retary 
instructor  of  the  Sund<*\  Sc  hcnal  Board,  and 
“church  sen;  retan'  oti  mission"  in  the 
Gwinnett  County  Public  School  System, 
Grays.  .11, 


3iv-06a.tioi(a.c 

MINISTERS/WIVES 
FELLOWSHIP  MEETING 

Af^e>a  One^  Associations 


Northwest  •  Marshall  •  Panola 
North  Delta  •  Lafayette 

Jwe.24*7:30P/(^ 


TRACK  #1  Sunday  School  Leadership ' 
TRACK  #2  Special  Ministries  for  Adult  Leadership 


Meal  IS  compliments  of  the  Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  MBCB.  All  Bivo-ministers 
and  spouses  are  invited  to  attend.  Pre-registration  is  not 
required.  For  more  information,  contact  Matt  Buckles 
(MBCB),968-3800,  extension  3907. 

Local  contact  person  is  Millard  Swinney,  895-671 3. 


Conference  Leaders  and  Titles 


RESERVATION  REQUEST 
SuiKfay  School  Leadership 
Conference 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembiy 

1 00  First  Street  •  Pass  Christian,  MS 
J957I-3299 

Conference  Date _ 

Amount  of  Deposit  Enclosed _ 

Mr  Mrs  Miss _ 

Address _ 

City _ ^State _ 

Zip _  CTiurch _ 

Names  and  ages  of  children:. 


GENERAL  OFFICERS: 

Pastor/Staff  -  Mike  May,  Minister  of  Educiation,  FBC,  Brandon 
Directors  -  Joe  Armour,  Minister  of  Education,  FBC,  Clinton 
Outreach  Leaders  -  Dionne  Williams,  Minister  of  Education,  FBC 

Gulfport 


ADULT: 

Inexperienced  -  Carroll  Farmer,  Minister  of  Education,  Van  Winkle, 

Jackson 

Experienced  -  David  Wills,  Minister  of  Education,  FBC,  Pearl 


A  Valuable 
Resource 


YOUTH: 

New  Workers  -  Sean  Keith,  MBCB 

Experienced  Workers  -  Margie  Williamson,  Writer/Conterence  Leader, 
FBC,  Decatur,  GA 


CHILDREN: 

Department  Directors  -  Karen  Claunch,  Minister  to  Children/Preschool 

FBC,  Slidell 

Teachers  -  Evelyn  Vaughn,  Special  Worker,  FBC,  Jackson 


Acccxnmodations  desired 

_ 2  per  room 

_ 3-4  per  room 


PRESCHOOL: 

Department  Directors  -  Peggy  Britt,  Minister  to  Preschool,  Broadmoor, 

Jackson 

Teachers  -  Cindy  Sensing,  Minister  to  Children/Preschool,  Park  Place, 

Brandon 

Children/Preschool  Division  Directors/Statt  -  Linda  Reeves,  MBCB 


All  reservations  must  be  made  directly 
with  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembiy,  100 

First  St.,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571.  Phone 
452-7261 .  Reservation  requests  are  accept¬ 
ed  by  mail  only. 


SPECIAL  EDUCATION  TRACK: 

Special  Education  Leadership  -  Bobbi  McCain,  Special  Ed  Director, 
East  Orlando,  Orlando,  FL 


FRIDAY 

12:30-5:00 

2:00-4:00 

5:15-6:00 

6:30-7:45 

8:00-9:15 

9-30 

SATURDAY 

7:00 

8:00-9:30 

9:30-9:45 

9:45-11:00 

11:15-12:15 

12:15 


Registration 
Leisure  Time 
Dinner 

General  Session  in  Auditorium 

BREAKTHROUGH  Sunday  School  Leadership  Conferences 
Ice  Cream  Fellowship 

Breakfast 

BREAKTHROUGH  Sunday  School  Leadership  Conferences 
Break 

BREAKTHROUGH  Sunday  School  Leadership  Conferences 

General  Session  in  Auditorium 

Lunch 


y  ■ 

Southern  Seminary  celebrates 


a  century  of  doctoral  studies 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  — 
When  Southern  Seminary  began 
its  doctoral  program  a  century 
ago,  it  treaded  into  territory  where 
no  other  seminary  had  dared  to 
go. 

In  1894,  the  Louisville,  Ky., 
school  became  the  first  fiee-staiid- 
ing  seminary  in  America  to  grant 
doctoral  degrees  in  theology.  That 
year  Southern  awarded  doctor  of 
theology  de'grees  to  four  graduates 
—  Weston  Bruner,  Grant  S. 
Housch,  Thomas  Stafford,  and 
Dexter  >^ttinghill. 

Previously,  only  universities 
had  offered  doctoral  degrees  in 
religion.  Southern  followed  pro¬ 
grams  that  had  been  establish^  at 
Boston  University,  Hebrew  Union 
College,  Harvard,  Yale,  and 
Columbia.  Just  32  doctorates  in 
religion  bad  been  awarded  in 
America  prior  to  1894.  Over  the 
past  century.  Southern  alone  has 
conferred  approximately  2,400 
doctoral  degrees. 

William  L.  Hendricks,  the  sem¬ 
inary’s  director  of  doctoral  stud¬ 
ies,  noted  doctoral  graduates 
helped  establish  the  school’s  role 


as  “mother  seminary”  for  the 
other  five  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  seminaries.  In  fact,  the 
first  presidents  of  four  of  the  other 
five  seminaries  were  doctoral 
graduates  of  Southern.  They 
include  1900  graduate  Byron  H. 
DeMent  (New  Orleans  Seminary), 
1932  graduate  Sydnor  L.  Stealey 
(Southeastern  Seminary),  and 
1942  graduate  J.  Millard  Berquist 
(Midwestern  Seminary). 

Yet  the  impact  of  the  doctoral 
program  has  gone  beyond  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  life.  “Southern  Semi¬ 
nary’s...  graduates  have  been 
worldwide  in  the  scope  of  their 
ministries,”  Hendricks  said,  “and 
the  ecumenical  impact  of  South¬ 
ern  graduates,  who  were  from 
other  religious  traditions,  has  been 
noteworthy.” 

Over  tte  years,  the  nomencla¬ 
ture  of  the  degrees  offered  at 
Southern  has  varied.  The  semi¬ 
nary  shifted  from  offering  the 
Th.D.  to  a  Pb.D.  in  1928,  and  then 
reverted  to  the  Th.D.  from  1939- 
74.  Since  1974,  the  seminary’s 
primary  research  doctorate  in  the¬ 
ology  has  been  the  Ph.D. 


In  the  past  3S  years.  Southern 
has  added  doctoral  study  in 
church  music  and  Christian  edu¬ 
cation.  Southern  was  among  the 
first  three  seminaries  in  the  nation 
to  establish  a  fully  accredited  doc¬ 
torate  in  music,  said  Forrest 
Heeren,  retired  dean  of  the  school 
of  church  music.  Southern’s  first 
doctorate  in  church  music  was 
awarded  in  1962.  “I  think  we  have 
helped  make  church  Unusic 
res(^cted  in  NASM  (the  National 
Association  of  Schools  of 
Music),”  said  Heeren.  Doctoral 
graduates  are  now  teaching  in  col¬ 
leges,  universities,  and  seminaries 
as  well  as  serving  on  staffs  of 
large  churches,  be  added.  The 
degree,  which  wa.s  initially  called 
the  doctor  of  church  music 
(D.C.M),  became  the  doctor  of 
musical  arts  (D.M.A.)  in  1979. 

Meanwhile,  the  Billy  Graham 
School  of  Missions,  Evangelism, 
and  Church  Growth  is  studying 
the  development  of  a  doctor  of 
missiology  degree  (D.Miss.).  This 
would  be  the  first  such  program 
offered  by  a  Southern  Baptist 
seminary. 


Texas  panel  grapples  with  ways 


to  keep  churches  happy  with  CP 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Texas  Bap¬ 
tists’  Cooperative  Missions  Giving 
Study  Committee  got  down  “to  the 
reality  of  the  seriousness  of  the 
matter”  June  8,  according  to  chair¬ 
man  Cecil  Ray,  in  formulating  a 
recommendation  to  the  state  con¬ 
vention  on  enhancing  cooperative 
giving. 

And  the  “seriousness”  is 
whether  the  recommendation  will 
continue  or ‘have  a  stated  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas  and  the 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  or 
any  other  Baptist  body,  how  mis¬ 
sions  and  ministry’ funds  are  to 
flow  from  the  churches  to  them, 
and  what  will  be  considered 
“Cot^rative  Program.”  , 

In  its  fourth  meeting  at  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Building  in  Dallas,  the  commit¬ 
tee  discussed  the  need  for  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  the  first  place:  that  some 
people  and  churches  feel  they  can 
no  longer  support  the  SBC,  ^at  it 
no  longer  exists  as  they  have 
known  it  in  the  past,  and  they  want 


Southeastern  adds  black 
prof  from  Gardner-Webb 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP) 
—  Logan  Carson  will  join  the  fac¬ 
ulty  of  Soiithea.stem  Seminary  thi., 
Fill,  becoming  the  seminary  's  first 
full-time  African  Amencan  pro- 
lessoi 

Carson  has  taught  at  Gardnci- 
Wehb  College  in  Boiling  Spring.s. 
N.C..  the  past  21  years 

Southeastern  Presulent  I’aige 
Pattersdn  said  ('arson  “brines  .i 
hopefulness  luid  a  quiet  confident 
faith  that  causes  things  to  h;tppcn 
wlwrever  he  goes.  Dr.  Carson  ha.s 
had  a  fabulous  ministry  as  both 
pastor  arwl  prole.ssor.” 

While  without  physical  sight 
since  birth,  Patterson  noted  Car- 
son  “is  a  m;ui  who  negotiates  life 
with  no  bitlemess  about  hts  handi¬ 
cap  and  who  has  overcome  literal¬ 
ly  every  obstacle  that  it  might 
pose  to  him.  He  is  an  encourage¬ 
ment  to  all  of  us.” 

The  selection  of  Dr.  Carson  is 
evidence,  Patterson  said,  of  the 


seminary’s  intent  to  “provide  pro¬ 
fessors  from  a  relatively  broad 
spectrum  of  academic  and  cultural 
backgrounds.” 

“Southeastern  Seminary  ha., 
always  had  an  open  door  policy  tt 
students  of  any  cultund  or  ethni. 
background  ”  Patterson  said.  “But 
it  is  one*  thing  to  say  you  have  an 
oj)cn  door,  it  .s  quite  another  thin; 
to  have  faculty  on  campus  with 
whom  ethnic  grouiis  c;ui  idcntit\ .' 

.('arson,  wh<  earned  his  doctor 
of  philosophy  d'M’rce  at  Drev 
University  ifl  Madison,  N..;.. 
began  his  teaching  career  as  Bible 
knowledge  master  at  Waka 
Schools,  Biu.  Northea.steiii  .state, 
Nigeria,  West  Ainca  in  I9b2.  His 
master  of  divinity  degree  is  from 
Louisville  Presbyterian  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Kentucky. 

Carson,  who  has  been  married 
to  his  wife,  Glen  wood,  34  years, 
has  a  grown  daughter  and  son, 
Tricia  Gayle  and  Aaron. 


to  give  their  missions  and  ministry 
support  dollars  another  way  but 
still  have  them  considered  “(Coop¬ 
erative  Program.” 

Ben  Loring  Jr.,  pastor  of  First 
Chtrrch,  Amarillo,  who  made  the 
motion  at  the  1993  state  conven¬ 
tion  that  the  committee  be  autho¬ 
rized,  explained  to  die  committee 
in  April  that  his  church’s  mission 
gifts  have  been  made  to  appear 
“second  class”  because  it  has 
channeled  its  gifts  to  SBC  entiti- 
ties  through  the  Cooperative  Bap¬ 
tist  Fellowship  rather  than  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee.  Last 
year  the  church  gave  more  than 
$180,(X)0  to  SBC  causes  but  they 
were  not  considered  “Cooperative 
Program.” 

To  remedy  tliat,  the  study  com¬ 
mittee  has  considered  a  recom¬ 
mendation  that  would  c.all  for  a 
Te.\as  Cooperative  Program  bud¬ 
get  with  gifts  beyond  Texas  to  any 
Bapti.st  cause  SBC  CPF.  or 
other"  I',  be  designate  and 
directed  by  tne  churche"  All 
would  be  considered  “f  ooirerative 
Program." 

;  i.it  pUui  differs  Iron,  current 
■.  ifiai  h.i.-  any  Coop<.‘rative 
am  ti  .  oing  lo  iiic  dale 
•ntioi.  treasure.  "Office 
ided  betw.  en  the  .sta:  ■  conven- 
irkl  SBy  according  !.■  a  for- 
approved  bv  messengers  to 
.^iute  convennon  each  fall 

Th.  current '  percentage  is 
6h.3.S%  retained  for  Tex.xs  causes 
and  36.65%  sent  on  to  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee  for  distribu¬ 
tion  to  SBC  mLs.sion  boards,  semi¬ 
naries,  and  agencies,  according  to  a 
formula  approved  by  messengers 
to  the  SBC  annual  meeting  each 
June, 


P' 
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My  14-year-old  daughter  hasty,  emotional  declarations. 
wants  to  attend  another  church  This  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom 
down  the  street  with  her  friends,  and  self-control. 

Should  I  permit  her? 

My  wife  of  13  years  is  never 
Sit  down  with  your  daughter  interested  in  going  out  with  me. 
and  list  the  reasons  she  wants  to  She  works  part  time,  and  we  have 
make  the  change.  Talk  with  the  three  small  children.  Is  the 
parents  of  her  friends  as  well  as  "spark"  dying? 
the  youth  minister  and  youth 

Sunday  School  teachers  at  the  W^at  does  “going  out”  mean? 
other  church.  Do  they  take  time  Your  definition  may  be  different 
with  young  people?  Do  they  have  from  your  wife’s  definition.  After 
the  same  philosophy  and  values  13  years  of  marriage,  you  may 
as  you?  This  is  aU  to  ensure  that  both  be  in  a  rut  and  in  need  of 
you  and  your  daughter  are  something  neyv.  Consider  a 
informed  about  this  venture,  church-sponsored  retreat  or  a 
Does  your  daughter  understand  .  Southern  Baptist  Fall  Festival  of 
that  church  attendance  is  not  an^  Marriage.  'Your  church  office 
option  in  your  home?  Where  she  should  have  information  on  these 
attends  —  as  long  as  the  church  types  of  activities.  One  factor 
holds  to  the  basic  tenets  of  the  may  be  that  your  wife  is  tired 
faith  —  is  not  as  important  as  the  after  working  and  taking  care  of 
fact  that  she  is  “not  forsaking  the  the  children.  How  much  assis- 
assembling  of  ourselves  togeth-  tance  do  you  provide  with  house- 
er”  (Heb.  10:25,  KJV).  This  is  a  work  and  child  care?  Another 
very  good  oppoaunity,  however,  factor  could  be  real  physical 
to  discuss  differences  in  religions  problems.  If  she  hasn’t  had  a 
and  ensure  she  understands  the  thorough  physical  lately,  encour- 
facts.  You  will  get  much  farther  age  her  to  do  this.  Finally,  find 
with  open-ended  questions  like,  some  quiet  time  to  talk  with  her 
“'What  do  they  believe?  How  do  about  what  she  needs  and  wants, 
they  deal  with  the  Lord’s  Sup-  If  she  won’t  talk,  ask  her  to  see  a 
per?”  Open-ended  questions  lead  counselor  either  individually  or 
to  more  interaction  and  deeper  with  you.  Pray  constantly  that 
discussion,  such  as,  “How  do  you  your  eyes  will  be  open  to  her 
deal  with  the  differences  as  it  needs  and  wants,  and  you  will  be 
relates  to  your  Baptist  heritage?”  able  to  minister  accordingly.  This 
By  getting  the  facts,  you  encour-  will  allow  her  the  freedom  to  see 
age  your  daughter  to  make  well-  things  for  herself  rather  than  you 
thought-out  ^dsions  iather  than  trying  to  “fix”  her. 


5etKf  your  couuaotbtg  queotioas  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord,  r.O.  Box  530,  Jmdaon,  MS  39203-0330.  Ftemae  be  brief,  rtatae 
ia  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  ctiaia.  your  pastor  can  make 
recommendationa  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


More  home  missions  Get  on  with  task 


Editor: 

Much  has  been  said  to  dis¬ 
credit  the  formation  and  contin¬ 
uation  of  the  national  Coopera¬ 
tive  Bapti.st  Fellowship  ami  tb 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
of  Mississippi.  Perhaps  all  of  u 
should  consider  the  wor  c 
Gamaliel  who.  when  ap¬ 
proached  concerning  the  growt- 
of  the  Christian  movement 
said.  “.  For  it  this  plan  < 
action  should  be  of  men,  r  w  .i 
be  oserthrown.  but  if  it  s  <. 
God.  you  vs  ill  not  be  abn'  ■ 
overthrow  them;  or  else.  >;  ,. 
may  even  be  fighting  again 
God  •• 

If  the  CBF  is  not  of  the  i^ord, 
it  will  surely  not  last.  If  it  i.-  o 
the  Lord,  it  will  continue  t.. 
offer  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  people  and  churches  to  rise 
above  the  15-year  controversy 
in  the  SBC  and  get  on  with 
serving  Christ  in  a  world  tha. 
desperately  needs  him. 

Name  withheld 


Editor: 

I  would  like  to  see  a  greater 
emphasis  on  home  missions.  It  has 
always  seemed  to  me  that  the 
major  emphasis  has  been  on  for¬ 
eign  mi.ssion.s  and  that  when  home 
missions  arc  mentioned,  the  atti¬ 
tude  IS  always.  “Oh,  yes!  Them, 
too." 

There  are  plenty  of  lost  people 
in  Jack.son  who  will  never  be  in 
church  not  to  menuon  the-  re.st  of 
the  .stale. 

People  like  the  Gideons  can’t 
go  into  junior  high  schools  in 
Jack.son  and  hand  out  New  Testa¬ 
ments  any  more.  Laws  an*  being 
pas.sed  in  the  USA  to  restnet  wor¬ 
ship  services  Special  laws  giving 
.special  nghts  to  the  oa.sest  of  peo¬ 
ple  are  m  the  works  nght  now. 

The  State  of  Mississippi  is 
becoming  a  world  class  gambling 
mecca.  Also,  the  zeal  of  many 
churches  is  waxing  cold!  We  need 
more  emphasis  on  home  iqj^sions. 

J.P.  Leach 
'  Blue  Springs 


Just  for  the  Record 


m  ?■  T  ( 

J 

1^ 
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Cedar  Grove  Ctiurch,  Columbia,  held  a  ground  breaking  ceremony  on 
May  1  for  a  new  educational  building.  Pictured,  from  left,  are  Bill  Stringer, 
contractor;  Frank  Breland,  chairman,  building  committee;  David  Green, 
pastor;  Grace  Bourne,  chairman,  finance  committee;  and  Elois  Blansett, 
treasurer. 


Fairvlew  Church,  Columbus,  held  a  GA  Recognition  Tea  on  May  18.  GAs  pictured  (top)  are  grades  1-3  and 
(bottom)  grades  4-6.  Mickey  Dalrymple  is  pastor. 

First  Church,  Flora,  will  host 
the  40-voice  senior  high  choir  of 
First  Church,  North  Augusta,  S.C. 
on  June  24  at  7  p.m.  The  choir  is 
directed  by  Jerry  T.  Matthews. 

Calvary  Church,  Durant,  will 
host  a  gospel  singing  with  Robert 
Toney  and  His  Praise,  Gloster,  and 
Jerry  and  Spin  Smith,  Durant,  on 
June  18  at  7  p.m. 

Trace  Ridge  Church,  Ridge- 
land,  will  hold  dedication  services 
for  its  new  fellowship  hall  on  June 
19  following  the  11  a.m.  service. 

Revelations  will  sing  after  lunch. 

Ed  McDaniel  is  pastor. 

Hamilton  Church7  Monroe 
Association,  will  celebrate  its 
25th  anniversary  June  19.  Charles 
Ellis  will  be  the  morning’s  guest 
speaker.  A  covered  dish  luncheon 
will  be  held  at  noon,  followed  by  a 
reading  of  the  churl’s  history  and  The  youth  program  at  Robinhood  Church,  Brandon,  has  tripled  in  the 
afternoon  singing.  George  past  year.  The  church  recently  had  43  young  people  (pictured)  present  for 
Blakney  is  pastor.  a  youth  lock-in.  Bob  Ferren  is  youth  director  and  Don  Nerren  is  pastor. 

pie  National  library  j^Pwt-  21117.  The  poem  should  be  no  on  the  top  of  the  page.  Entries 
ry  has  aimounced  that  $12,000  in  more  than  20  lines,  and  the  poet’s  must  be  postmarked  by  June  30, 
pnzes  will  be  awarded  this  year  to  name  and  address  should  appear  1994. 
over  250  poets  in  the  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Open  Poetry  Contest.  The  '*  "  | 

deadline  for  the  contest  is  June  30,  ^F^*******^^^" 

1994.  To  enter,  send  one  original  H 

poem  to  the  National  Library  of  ■ 

Poetry,  11419  Cronridge  Dr.,  P.O.  ■ 

Box  704- YT,  Owings  Mills.  MD  I 


(  Alstom  CJiiircIi 
IiiUTiors.  IiK. 


a  youth  lock-in.  Bob  Ferren  is  youth  i 

21117.  The  poem  should  be  no 
more  than  20  lines,  and  the  poet’s 
name  and  address  should  appear 


;  pastor. 


on  the  top  of  the  page.  Entries 
must  be  postmarked  by  June  30, 
1994. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1-800-05^-1294 

Jjckson  601 '957-8844 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

1 4  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 

*  Hwy.  98  East 

(601)684-2900  McComb,  MS  1-800-748-8681 


Faith  Church,  Charleston,  has  now  organized  as  a  church  with  70 
members,  and  has  begun  building  a  new  5,000  square  foot  facility  (back¬ 
ground)  which  will  include  sanctuary,  classrooms,  fellowship  hall,  and 
kitchen.  Currently,  the  church  meets  in  the  mobile  chapel  (foreground) 
provided  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  Sponsored  until 
October  1993  by  Tallahatchie  Association,  Faith  Church  is  the  first  new 
work  in  that  association  since  1955.  Tom  Whitsett  is  pastor. 

CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract 
advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count. 
No  bfind  ads. 


FOR  BEST  SEATS  at  THE 
GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  in  Eure¬ 
ka  Springs,  Ark.,  Reserve  Now  at 
KELLER’S  COUNTRY  DORM 
RESORT  (For  Groups  of  12  or 
More)!  Just  $30  Each  includes 
Lodging,  Meals,  Taxes,  &  BEST 
($12.50)  TICKETS!  Call  (501) 
253-8418. 

CHRISTIAN  CRUISES-MEDITER- 

RANEAN  "The  Paths  of  Paul" 
with  Bill  Bright  7-Nights  $1,495; 
CARIBBEAN  5-Nights  with  Steve 
Brown  $695;  ALASKA  7-Nights 
$1 ,335;  WALK  THRU  THE  BIBLE 
$495.  Call  Celebration  Tours  1- 
800-998-6877. 

DEDICATE  YOUR  NAME  to  the 

Lord  with  beautiful  personalized 
Bible  verse  certificate.  Each  letter 
of  your  name  begins  an  inspira¬ 
tional  Bible  verse.  Custom  printed 
on  letter-size,  gold-bordered 
parchment.  The  perfect  Christian 
gifti  100%  guaranteed.  Print  first 
&  last  name,  send  with  address  & 
check/money  order  for  $9.95  to 
Randall  Wilcox  Publishing,  826 
Orange  Ave.  #544-A1 .  Coronado, 
CA  92118. 

BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 


Repair,  1642  Hwy  84E,  Laurel, 
MS  39440;  1-800-349-2882. 

BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all 

sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318) 
939-2239. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 

Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  1 86,  Meridian. 
.Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)693-4451. 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication. 
Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 
Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1-800- 
368-2705. 

NEEDED:  CHRISTIAN  LADY  to 

live  with  elderly  Christian  lady  in 
Hazlehurst  area  for  accomodation 
arxl  small  salary.  Mentally  sound, 
with  some  physical  disability.  Ref¬ 
erences  required.  Call  1  -800-547- 
0037. 

SEARCHING  FOR  FULL-TIME 

minister  of  music  &  education. 
Send  resume  to:  Salem  Heights 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  2758. 
Laurel,  MS  39442. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIMepart-time 
sales  managers.  Cartoon  City 
maps.  1-800-825-8263. 


Church  Leader  Training  will  PHOENIX,  Ariz.  (BP)  —  C.  great-grandchild, 
also  be  held  at  Camp  Garaywa  at  Vaughan  Rock,  a  pioneer  of 

the  following  times:  Aug.  2,  9:30  Southern  Baptist  work  in  the  CHARLESTON,  SC  — 
?  ^  P  ™  *  ^“8-  died  May  29.  He  was  88.  Arlene  CaUaway,  who  joined  her 

3.  9:30  a.m.-2  p.m.;  Aug.  4,  9:30  ^s  a  member  of  the  Southern  husband.  Merrel.  as  the  first 
a.m..2  p.m.  and  6:30  pjn.-9  p.m.;  Bapt»st  Convention  Western  Southern  Baptist  workers  in 
and  Aug.  5,  beginning  at  3  pjn..  Assembly  Committee,  Rock  Morocco,  died  of  leukemia  June  2 
concluding  Aug.  6  at  11:30  a.m.  joined  another  committee  member  in  Charleston,  S  C  She  was  72 
Registration  is  required  for  “  presenting  a  minority  report  at  Mrs.  Callaway,  of  Harlan  Iowa 
oveimght  training  at  Camp  Garay-  ^  SBC  annual  meeting  in  1949  went  to  India  in  1949  as  a  mis- 
wa.  Cost  is  $23  per  pensoa  Fbims  Glorieta,  N.M.,  being  sionary  with  the  Baptist  General 

may  be  obtained  in  tite  Housetops  chosen  over  a  conference  center  Conference  of  America.  She  orca- 
inseit  of  The  Baptist  Record,  or  Arkansas.  Two  plaques  nized  a  nursing  school  there  She 

fiom  Camp  Garaywa,  (601)  924-  honoring  Rock’s  efforts  were  met  CaUaway,  a  former  Southern 
,  unveil^  at  Glorieta  Conference  Baptist  missionary,  while  on  a 

Call  Gulfshore  Assembly  to  year.  Rock  was  pastor  furlough  in  the  United  States 

register  (registration  is  required  for  of  First  Southern  Baptist  Church  They  married  in  1956  and 
Gulfefaore  events)  for  aU  sessions  Phoenix  for  37  years  until  his  returned  to  foreign  missions  as 
to  be  held  there:  (601)  452-7261.  retirement  in  1973.  He  assumed  Southern  Biqitists  in  1966.  She  is 

I  survived  by  her  husband  and  six 

1936  alter  the  death  of  his  father,  daughters.* 

^  C.M.  Rock,  who  founded  the 

i:  ^  Southern  Bap-  Ray  Burks,  pastor  of  Waller- 
hst  church  m  Anzona  —  m  1921.  viUe  Church.  Wallerville  wiU  he 
^id^,  11  ^  7  pjn.;  Mon.-  Survivors  include  his  wife  Kath-  honored  with  a  receotion  June  to 

ua«-^B*co„g„g.po.f„? 


Antioch  Church,  Union,  wiU 
hold  a  Harvest  Night  June  23,  at  7 
p.m.  Junior  HiU  of  HaitseUe,  Ala., 
win  be  the  evan^list.  MerriU  Cas¬ 
tle  of  Philadelphia  wiU  lead  music. 
James  Young  is  pastor.  For  more 
information.  caU  (601)  986-8771. 

Vacation  Bible  < 
Schools 


$500,000 

given  to 
Southern 


^That's  What  Pty  Papa 
Said...  and  He  Was  a 
Preacher* 

a  humorous  look  at  the  'family 
values'  of  days  gone  by 
by:  Rowe  C.  Holcomb  Jr. 
(makes  a  perfect 
father's  Day  gifti)  —  $7  each 
to  order:  Rowe  Holcomb,  Jr., 
P.O.  Box  156,  Crowder,  MS 
38622 

or  call  (601)  326-2311 


Glendale  Church,  Washington 


Daniel 
Memorial 
Church,  Jack- 
son,  has  called 
new  staff 
members.  Pres- 
ton  C.  Crowe,  a 
psychology 
major  at  Missis- 
sippi  College, 
joins  the  church  Crowe 
staff  as  youth 

director.  Scott  A.  Adkins  has  bee'' 

H  called  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  music/ 
youth  adminis¬ 
trator.  The  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College 
and  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary 
graduate  previ¬ 
ously  served  at 
Tylertown 


Association, 
recently  called 
Solon  B.  Smith 
III  of  Green¬ 
ville  as  minister 
to  youth  and 
chil^n.  Smith, 
a  senior  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College, 
assumed  his 
duties  May  22. 
Keith  Dendy  is 
pastor. 


Smith 


New  Prospect  Church, 
Cartilage,  has  called  Lyim  Harvei 
as  pastor  effective  June  5.  A 
native  of  Hartselle,  Ala.,  be 
attended  Clarke  College  and  grad- 
ujtied  from  East  Cen^  Commu¬ 
nity  College.  His  previous  place  of 
service  was  Oak  Grove  Church, 
Nox^ter. 


Cteao  features  8  o(  the  most  soft,  soothing  spitituol  and  dossk  songs  ever  recorded!  Yooll 
low  our  beoulifel  new  versioiK  of  Smw,  Wb  d  SAepftud 
low  ond  our  breolh-toking  orrangement  o<  Ihe  lofd^  hayH.  Take  your  mind  on  o  majestic  ride 
into  the  presence  of  Heownl  Slows  stress  and  brings  the  Lord's  peace  to  jongled  neiws. 

Musk  Ml  Moil  dwek  to  oddrtts  or 
Stoaobrook  Dilvu  order  toll-froo  VISA/MC 
Bi«ul«ood.TN  37027  1-t00-25«-24IS 


Church, 


Adkins 


Uniform 

God  sets  people  free 


By  Doug  Bain 
Exodus  6, 11, 12 


Bible  Book 

Jesus  crucified  and  buried 


By  Dan  Howard 
John  19 


Life  and  Work 

Living  by  faith 


By  Billie  Buckley 
Habakkuk  1,  2 


God  sets  people  free  —  what  an  absolutely  amazing 
claim!  How  do  we  know  this?  Evidence  comes  ftom  inner 
events  of  personal  experience  and  ftom  outer  events  of  bib¬ 
lical  history.  TTie  way  God  moved  in  the  history  of  the 
Hebrew  nation  serves  as  a  model  for  knowing  how  he  acts 
in  New  Israel,  the  church.  The  nine  focal  verses  of  this  les¬ 
son  not  only  show  about  God’s  ways,  but  suggest  how  that 
truth  changes  our  experience  today. 

God’s  covenant  remembered  (6:5-7).  The  Exodus 
writer  portrays  God  as  mindful  of  the  Abrahamic  covenant, 
not  as  if  God  had  forgotten  it  but  as  forever  aware  of  his 
purpo.se.  The  determination  of  God  is  apparent  as  the  writer 
records  the  “I  wills”  of  God.  Having  heard  the  groaning  and 
having  remembered  the  covenant,  God  says,  “I  will  See 
you...  I  will  deliver  you...  I  will  redeem  you...  I  will  take 
you  as  my  people...  I  will  be  your  God...  I  will  bring  you 
into  the  land...  I  will  give  it  to  you.”  The  great  I  AM  who  is 
active  in  history  forever  says,  “I  will”  in  determination 
to  bring  his  creation  to  maturity. 

God’s  plan  revealed  (11:1).  The  plagues  are  “signs”  of 
the  divine  activity  (7:1-13)  and  “mighty  acts  of  judgment” 
(6:6).  The  Egyptian  response  suggests  that  the  first  six 
plagues  may  have  been  ct^able  of  natural  erq)lanations, 
some  even  repeatable.  Plagues  7-9  involved  disruptions 
within  the  natural  process  —  severe  hail,  locust  invasion, 
and  the  khamsin  dust  storm  darkness.  Coincidental  as  these 
plagues  may  have  seemed  to  the  hardened  heart  of  the 
Pharaoh,  Hebrews  in  later  generations  were  reminded  by 
this  ancient  text  that  secondary  causes  were  inconsequen¬ 
tial.  These  events  occuixedby  the  hand  of  Yahweh  in  creat¬ 
ing  his  people. 

The  tenth  plague  involved  more  direct  divine  interven¬ 
tion.  The  death  of  a  first  bom  son  meant  a  disruption  in  her¬ 
itage  a^  ancestry  patterns,  in  social  stability  and  transfer  of 
authority.  This  final  plague  was  the  capstone  of  the  con¬ 
frontation  between  Yahweh  and  the  powerful  19th  dynasty 
The  hardened  heart  of  the  Pharaoh  finally  heard  God’s  mes¬ 
sage  to  “Let  my  people  go!” 

God’s  resolve  demonstrated  (12:29-30).  When  the 
final  plague  settled  upon  the  land  of  the  Nile  and  the  first 
fruit  of  the  new  generation  was  obliterated,  “there  was  a 
loud  cry  in  Egypt.”  It  was  a  cry  of  sorrow  and  of  acknowl¬ 
edgement  —  that  they  had  not  been  responsive  to  God. 

Now  they  paid  the  price.  The  plague  was  because  of  the 
power  structures  that  held  God’s  people  in  servile  bondage. 
Could  it  be  that  the  suburban  affluent  success-driven  post¬ 
modern  cultural  form  of  religion  itself  is  restraining  God’s 
true  people  today,  holding  them  in  bondage?  The  plague 
then  would  be  no  mystery  —  such  introverted  religion  cre¬ 
ates  the  death  of  its  own  “first  bom.”  Third  World  “libera¬ 
tion  theology”  with  its  message  of  Exodus  revisited  must 
move  into  New  World  context  in  a  new  key.  What  sea 
crossing  water  birth  will  let  God’s  cl^dten  emerge  from 
under  domineering  structures  of  cultural-religious  oppres¬ 
sion?  What  Moses  will  lead  us  from  brick-building  bondage 
into  the  bondedness  of  sacrificial  servanthood  in  Christ? 
What  Sinai  will  be  on  the  new  Exodus  route? 

God’s  deliverance  bejpin  (12:31-33).  The  “Restrainer” 
was  brought  to  his  knees  in  complete  ab^t-face.  In  the  face 
of  God’s  resolve  the  Pharaoh  now  resolved  to  comply  and 
get  some  relief.  “Rise  up...  go  away...  go  and  worship  the 
Lord...  take  your  flocks...  and  be  gone!”  And  the  Pharaoh 
rose  up  “in  the  night”  to  proclaim  this!  All  Egypt  sensed  the 
urgency,  saying,  “We  .shall  all  be  dead.” 

The  Exodus  text  exposes  how  God  influetKed  events  of 
history  in  .setting  tree  his  people.  But  the  text  does  not 
merely  relate  “lii-story.”  Tliese  events  are  told  for  identity 
building,  to  situate  later  generations  witltin  a  larger  purpo.se. 

Through  the  centuries  the  Itistory  of  God’s  activity  has 
Jieen  that  of  setting  people  free,  even  within  their  political, 
economic,  cultural  bondage.  The  challenge  for  the  church 
involves  concern  over  whatever  practices  and  policies  hold 
people  under  dommeering  oppression,  keeping  them  from 
>elf  determination  in  freedom  before  Yahweh.  The  good 
news  IS  about  the  one  who  “sets  free  the  oppres.sed”  (Luke 
4:18)! 

Bain  is  profe.ssor,  biblical  and  related  studies,  Blue 
Mountain  College. 


A  police  officer  was  patrolling  at  night  in  a  town  in 
iKHthem  Britain  when  he  heard  £e  sound  of  a  child  crying. 
After  investigating  he  discovered  a  boy  who  was  lost  The 
officer  began  to  name  streets  and  stores  trying  to  help  the 
boy  remember  where  he  lived.  Then  the  officer  remembered 
that  in  the  center  of  town  was  a  church  with  a  large  white 
cross  towering  above  all  the  other  buildings.  He  pointed  to  it 
and  asked,  “Do  you  live  anywhere  near  that?”  The  boy’s 
face  immediately  began  to  glow.  He  said,  “Yes,  take  me  to 
the  cross.  I  can  find  my  way  home  from  there!”  It  is  through 
Jesus  Christ  and  his  death  on  the  cross  that  we  can  fiixl  the 
way  to  our  heavenly  home.  The  death  of  Jesus  <mi  the  cross 
of  Calvary  has  eternal  si^ficance  for  us.  In  these  verses 
John  records  the  crucifixion  and  burial  of  Jesus. 

The  crucifixion  and  the  inscription  (w.  17-19).  Cruci¬ 
fixion  was  the  cruelest  way  of  deadi  in  the  ancient  worid.  It 
was  the  method  reserved  for  slaves  and  criminals.  It  was 
customary  to  make  the  condemned  man  cany  his  cross 
through  the  streets  to  the  place  of  the  crucifi^on.  The  word¬ 
ing  in  verse  17  in  the  Greek  indicates  that  Jesus  was  not 
coerced  to  carry  his  cross  but  voluntarily  took  it  up. 

The  place  where  crucifixions  occurred  was  known  as  the 
“place  of  a  skull.”  The  Hebrew  name  for  this  place  is  Gol¬ 
gotha  and  the  Latin  name  is  Calvary. 

Jesus  was  crucified  with  two  criminals.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  they  placed  Jesus  in  the  middle  of  those  two  crimi- 
r^.  This  woidd  have  caused  Him  to  be  the  center  of  atten¬ 
tion  and  it  also  made  communication  easier  with  the  two 
criminals.  , 

The  inscription  Pilate  wrote  and  had  attached  to  the  cross 
of  Jesus  was,  “Jesus  of  Nazareth  the  King  of  the  Jews.” 

Pilate  had  this  message  written  in  Hebrew,  Latin,  atxl  Greek 
so  diat  all  could  read  it  By  placing  this  title  above  Jesus, 
Pilate  unkrwwingly  identified  the  true  King  of  the  Jews,  the 
promised  Messi^,  aixi  the  King  of  all  mankind. 

Jesus’  last  words  and  death  (w.  28-30).  Jesus  was 

filaced  on  the  cross  at  9  a.m.  At  noon,  darkness  covered  the 
and.  Around  3  p.m.  Jesus  cried,  “I  tl^t.”  Jesus  no  doubt 
was  physically  thirsty.  John  irxlicates  in  verse  28  that  this 
was  more  of  a  cry  to  fulfill  scripture.  Psalm  69:21b  says, 
“...And  fSr  my  thust  they  gave  me  vinegar  to  drink” 

(NASV).  After  the  scddiers  gave  Jesus  vinegar  wine  to 
que^h  his  thirst,  he  said,  “It  is  finished.”  This  was  a  shout 
of  victory  rather  than  defeat.  Jesus  had  completed  his  mis¬ 
sion  upon  this  earth.  The  last  part  of  verse  30  reminds  us 
that  no  one  took  Jesus’  life  but  he  gave  up  his  spirit.  Jesus 
vduntarily  came  into  this  world,  tfed  on  the  cross,  and  gave 
his  life  for  us. 

The  confirmation  of  Jesus’  death  (w.  31-36).  Jesus’ 
death  was  confirmed  by  the  spear  being  thrust  into  his  side, 
and  by  the  blood  and  water  mixture  flowing  from  the 
wound.  People  usually  lingered  on  the  cross  for  days  before 
death  occurred.  In  order  to  hasten  death,  the  legs  of  the  two 
criminals  were  broken  to  prevent  them  from  lifting  them¬ 
selves  to  take  the  weight  off  their  chests.  Some  have  said 
that  Jesus’  death  was  caused  from  a  heart  which  ruptured 
and  the  blood  mixed  with  the  fluid  around  the  heart  produc¬ 
ing  the  blood  and  water  mixture.  Some  see  the  water  as 
symbolizing  baptism  and  the  blood  as  symbolizing  the  cup 
at  the  Lord’s  Supper.  John  stated  that  this  account  of  Jesus’ 
death  is  true,  because  he  witnessed  this  event. 

The  burial  of  Jesus  (vv.  40-42).  Joseph  of  Arimathea 
was  a  member  of  the  Sanhedrin  and  a  secret  follower  of 
Jesus.  Upon  Jesus’  death  he  went  to  Pilate  and  requested 
that  he  be  given  Jesus’  body.  He  was  joined  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  Je.sus’  body  for  burial  by  Nicodemus,  also  a  member 
of  the  Sanhedrin.  Jesus’  death  on  the  crass  changed  the.sc 
two  men  from  being  secret  disciples  into  [K'lsons  who  were 
willing  to  risk  loss  of  their  power,  position,  wealth,  and 
lives.  They  took  Jesus’  body  and  prepared  it  for  burial  by 
wra^^ing  it  in  linen  cloth  and  pounng  on  oils  and  spices. 
Joseph  of  Arimatliea  gave  his  own  tomb  for  Jesus’  bunal 
place. 

May  we  allow  the  death  of  our  Savior  on  llie  cross  to 
challenge  us  to  act  una.shamedly  in  Uving  out  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ  each  day. 

Howard  is  pastor,  Woodville  Church,  Woodville. 


She  was  a  coUege  student  majoring  in  science  education 
when  she  wrote  to  me:  “How  do  you  as  a  Christian  legally 
share  your  fmth  with  students  in  public  schools?” 

My  answer  was,  “You  can’t  ignore  the  law  of  the  land; 
but  you  can  e}q>ose  your  students  to  Christianity  in  a  real 
sense  by  your  hfestyle  of  Christian  actions  and  reactions. 
Many  times  that’s  tougher  than  verbalizing  your  faith.” 

I’m  afraid  some  teachers,  including  myself,  fit  the 
descriptive  evaluation  made  by  an  innocent  child.  When 
told  to  draw  a  picture  of  her  teacher,  she  said  quite  honest¬ 
ly,  “Oh,  I  can’t  make  a  picture  of  my  teacher.  1  don’t  have  a 
gray  color.” 

What  if  someone  were  asked  to  draw  a  picture  of  your 
life  right  now?  What  colors  would  they  use: 

Red  —  because  you  are  alive  with  energy  and  enthusi¬ 
asm? 

Blue  —  because  even  as  the  sky  is  unending,  so  is  your 
patience? 

Pink  —  because  you  bring  to  mind  warmth  and  concern? 

The  book  of  Habakkuk  focuses  on  the  gray  adversities 
of  our  lives  and  the  bright  hope  that  God  can  woik  through 
all  the  darkness.  Habakkuk  expresses  four  ideas. 

The  grayness  of  God’s  delayed  responses  (1:2-4).  The 
prophet  questioned  what  he  perceived  as  God’s  unrespon¬ 
siveness  to  his  cries  for  help  during  a  tumultuous  time  in 
the  history  of  Judah. 

During  times  of  crisis,  we  want  God  to  intervene  imme¬ 
diately.  We  question  what  we  perceive  as  his  delay  in 
responding. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  grayness  it  would  be  well  to 
remember  that  he  is  more  likely  to  work  one  day  at  a  time 
in  our  lives  even  as  he  did  in  tlte  history  of  Judah. 

God  is  aware  of  and  active  in  each  of  our  crises.  Our 
response  to  him  is  a  step  by  step  obedience  based  on  a  per¬ 
sonal  relationship.  This  attitude  lifts  the  grayness  slowly 
yet  definitely  to  allow  us  to  live  in  the  Ught  of  his  presence. 

The  bladrness  of  evil  (1:12-13).  Here  the  prophet  ques- 
tion6d  God’s  use  of  the  wicked  Babylonians  to  inflict  pun¬ 
ishment  on  Judah. 

At  times  God  has  to  use  drastic  means  to  get  our  atten¬ 
tion  so  we  will  fit  into  his  plans  and  puipmses. 

If  we  whine  and  become  a  martyr  declaring  that  life  is 
unfair,  then  we  are  failing  to  be  open  to  the  answers  faith  in 
God  provides.  « 

In  the  clutches  of  evil  that  is  dark  and  black  we  need  to 
remember  these  words,  “The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  sal¬ 
vation,  of  whom  shall  I  be  afiaid?” 

The  answer  is,  “No  one.” 

The  clean  green  color  of  confidence  —  waiting  (2:1). 
The  i^pbet  gave  evidence  to  his  confidence  in  the  Lord  by 
declaring  his  willingness  to  wait  on  a  revelation  from  him. 

Peof^  of  faith  take  their  doubts  and  questions  to  the 
Lord.  They  do  not  hide  them  from  him  in  fear  that  he  will 
be  angry  or  not  respond. 

Remember,  we  rooke  of  the  green  color  of  confidence 
that  helps  us  work  through  the  adversities  of  our  lives.  Why 
did  we  choose  green?  Green  is  an  earthly,  everyday  color. 
That  statement  says  to  me  that  I  can  be  confident  because 
God  is  i^proachable  in  relationship  to  my  everyday  prob¬ 
lems.  His  son,  Jesus,  was  easy  to  talk  with  and  open  to  oth¬ 
ers.  Jesus’  main  mission  was  to  reveal  his  Father’s  heart. 

He  is  still  in  the  revealing  business. 

The  bright  yellow  color  of  God’s  promised  actions 
(2:2-4).  God  assured  Habakkuk  that  he  had  a  purpose  and  a 
plan,  although  he  would  not  implement  the  plan  until  the 
appointed  time.  In  his  own  time,  the  Lord  will  fake  action 
against  evil. 

If  we  were  to  paint  a  picture  of  our  Lord  today,  we 
would  have  to  use  broad,  bright  strokes  of  yellow’.  Yellow 
is  light  and  .sight  and  brightne.ss.  There  was  d;irkrK*s,s  in  the 
world  in  Habakkuk’s  time,  in  Jesus’  time,  and  in  our  time. 

Jesus  IS  the  light-bringer.  He  brings  light  to  the  wortli  of 
an  individual.  Our  world  today  brings  evil  to  individuid 
identity,  destroying  it  many  times  by  sophisticated  means. 
Yet.  God  promises  that  evil  will  be  defeated  in  his  own 
time  and  way. 

Buckley  is  a  member  of  Petal-Harvey  Church,  Petal. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of 
Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay 
tribute  to  others  through  fhis  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and 
respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

MARCH  1. 1994- 
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Ronny  Robinson,  (center)  Executive  Director,  is  presented  with 
a  collage  depicting  his  recent  experience  on  the  “Zip  Line,"  an 
element  on  our  Ropes  Course.  The  Zip  Line  is  designed  as  a  tool 
for  our  Counseling  Staff  to  leach  faith  and  trust  and  to  help  young 
people  overcome  tears.  It  is  also  useful  in  helping  to  raise  self¬ 
esteem.  But  best  of  all  —  ITS  FUN!!!  Just  ask  Brother  Ronny. 
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Yds  Sm  BC,  Clavolmd 


Mn.  Bath  B. 

JHrs.  Isna  Duan 

Mr.  ftMra.  Hasigbay  D.  Wdlaculr. 

Mrs.  JaaDaon 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Freddy  Roberta  ft  Girls 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wihn  C  Wilson 
Mrs.  Janli  Maeft  DWtermn 
Ms.  L  A.  MeCby 
Mr.  Ltolia  WUkma 
Norma  ft  WaoddUMoCoy 


Mn.  OwvnS.  Pansll-Allen 
Sonny  Hoaier 
Mn.  Opal  E.  Orevoa 
Dr.  WaiTin  Htotl 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  John  O.  Hamphill 
Mrs.  Faullna  HHl 
Mn.  HwImB  H.  Waits 
Oraaber  Brotban,  lac. 

Mn.  Eloiaa  Avery  ft  Family 
Mn.IdaHolooiM> 

Ma.  Mary  lam  Lyle 


JammR.CI«ft8k 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jnnaa  A.  Kidd 
Mrs.  Butty  CM 
Mrs.  Rubfi  J.  Qatha 


Shastity  enjoys  a  cod,  refreshing  piece  of  watermeion  at  a  recent 
cookout. 


(to  be  continued) 
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BILLY  GRAHAM  LAUNCHES  ’95  WORLDWIDE  MISSION: 
MINNEAPOLIS,  Minn.  (EP)  —  The  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Associa¬ 
tion  (BGEA)  has  announced  plans  for  Global  Mission,  a  majOT  cnisade  in 
San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico,  that  will  go  out  by  satellite  to  an  estimated  165 
countries  around  the  worid.  The  crusade  is  expected  to  be  the  most  far- 
reaching  evangelistic  event  in  the  history  of  the  church,  The  nightly  cru¬ 
sade  meetings  from  Hiram  Bithom  Stadium  in  San  Juan  were  selected  for 
tlK  Global  fusion  broadcasts  because  of  Puerto  Rico’s  bilingual  commu¬ 
nity,  its  strategic  location  with  oHivenient  woridwidb  satellite  access,  and 
because  of  its  strong  Christian  community.  Graham  will  speak  in  English 
accompanied  by  a  Spanish  interpreter,  while  backstage  over  50  other  inter¬ 
preters  will  provide  simultaneous  translation  and  send  the  message  live 
arouixl  the  world.  For  many  years  BGEA  has  used  state-of-the-art  technol¬ 
ogy  as  a  tool  to  spread  the  gospel  —  from  radio  and  televisicm  in  die 
1950s  to  the  four  worldwide  regional  outr6aches  known  as  Kfission  Worid 
which  used  satellite  and  video  technology  to  bring  Graham’s  message  to 
more  than  70  million  pet^le  in  over  180  countries  and  territories  around 
the  world. 

CAL  BAPTIST  TRUSTEES  MOVE  TO  CONTROL  •^BUDGET  CRI¬ 
SIS”:  RIVERSIDE,  Calif.  (BP)  —  California  Baptist  College  trustees  have 
voted  to  cut  up  to  $1  million  from  the  school’s  1995  budget  and  seek  state 
Baptist  convention  approval  to  continue  a  line  of  credit  that  could  hit  $2 
million  this  summer.  "We  try  to  be  fiscally  responsible  and  yet  we  contin¬ 
ue  to  end  up  every  year  off...  between  $300,(XX)  and  $500,000  in  our  cash 
flow,"  said  John  Funk,  trustee  chairman.  "We  can’t  let  that  happen  any¬ 
more."  Trustees  have  authorized  their  executive  committee  to  reduce  the 
budget  by  an  amount  Funk  estimated  will  be  between  $800,000  and  $1 
million.  The  1 995  budget  takes  effect  July  1  at  the  start  of  the  schools  new 
fiscal  year.  "  We  have  to  get  back  to  basics,  get  this  figured  out  and  then 
go  forward,"  Funk  said.  "We  have  to  put  in  place  certain  things  that  will 
keep  us  from  overspending." 

“NYPD  BLUE”  DIDN’T  SIT  WELL  WITH  TALK  SHOW 
HOST:  NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (EP)  —  Plans  to  air  a  segment  of  the  contro¬ 
versial  TV  program  “NYPD  Blue”  didn’t  sit  well  with  Kathie  Lee  Gifford, 
co-host  of  the  nationally  syndicated  talk  show  “Regis  and  Kathie  Lee.” 
The  show’s  producers  planned  to  show  an  “NYPD  Blue”  clip  including 
profanity  before  an  api^arance  on  the  daytime  talk  show  by  actw  James 
McDaniel.  On  live  TV,  Gifford  scolded  the  program’s  producers,  saying, 
“And  they  say  it’s  a  ‘live  first’  —  like  we  rii^ld  be  proud  of  that!  I’m  not 
proud  of  it,  and  1  hope  you  all  don’t  blame  us  for  it  when  you  see  it.” 
Angered  by  Gifford’s  comments,  McDaniel  refused  to  appear  on  the  pro¬ 
gram,  so  the  clip  was  not  run.  The  host  apologized  for  offending 
McDaniel,  but  not  for  their  disapproval  of  profanity.  “We  really  appreciate , 
the  stand  taken  by  these  talk  show  hosts,”  said  American  Family  Asspeia- 
tion’s  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist  minister.  “It  shows  a  great 
respect  for  their  audience.  This  is  exactly  what  more  of  us  need  to  do  — 
make  a  simple,  but  firm,  stand  for  decency.” 

WANTED:  200,000  NEW  MISSIONARIES:  COLORADO  SPRINGS. 
Colo.  —  The  world  needs  200,000  new  missionaries,  "and  half  shotdd 
come  from  the  United  States,"  declared  George  Verwer,  a  leader  in  the 
"AD  2000  and  Beyond  Movement"  —  a  worldwide  coalition  of  thousands 
of  evangelical  churches  and  missions  agencies.  Expansion  of  missionary 
ranks  is  more  critical  than  ever,  AD  2(MJ0  members  say,  because  Ameri¬ 
can  career  missionary  ranks  are  shrinking.  In  1988  America  fielded  more 
than  50.(XX}  missionaries,  but  the  number  fell  to  41,000  four  years  later, 
according  to  statistics.  Third-World  missionaries  are  replacing  them  in 
many  places,  but  not  fast  enough.  "There’s  no  way  there’ll  be  a  church  for 
every  people  and  the  gospel  proclaimed  to  every  person  by  the  year  2000 
without  a  massive  surge  of  new  missionaries,"  said  Amy  Stearns  of  the 
Mobilizing  New  Missionaries  Network.  "Many  of  the  missionary  genera¬ 
tion  that  went  out  after  World  War  II  are  retiring.  But  they’re  not  being 
replaced....  Missions  leaders  estimate  40^000  are  ready  to  go  now  if 
churches  would  back  them  and  send  them  out." 

JURORS  CAN  BE  EXCLUDED  BECAUSE  OF  RELIGION: 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)  —  The  U.S.  Sqneme  C^it  has  condoned  a 
Minnesota  ruling  that  permits  potential  Jurocs  to  be  excluded  because  of 
their  religioa  The  Court  decided  May  23  that  it  would  not  review  a  prose¬ 
cutor’s  use  of  peremptory  challenge  to  exclude  a  Jehovah’s  Witness  frxm 
jury  duty.  In  April,  the  Court  bati^  lawyers  from  excluding  people  frxxn 
juries  based  on  their  gerxler.  The  Court  has  also  forbidden  race-based 
exclusions.  In  a  dissenting  opinion  joined  by  Justice  Antonin  Scalia,  Jus¬ 
tice  Clarence  Thomas  said  the  Court  should  have  sent  the  Minnesota  case 
back  for  further  consideration,  based  on  the  Court’s  recent  decision  on 
gender-based  exclusion.  The  case  in  question  involved  a  man  who  was 
convicted  of  armed  robbery  of  a  fast  food  restaurant.  During  jury  selec¬ 
tion,  the  state  prosecutor  used  a  peremptory  challenge  to  exclude  a  blacfc 
man  from  jury  duty.  When  asked  by  the  judge  to  explain  die  action,  the 
prosecutor  said  she  was  excluding  the  man  based  on  his  religion.  “The 
Jehovah’s  Witness  faith  is  of  a  mind  the  higher  powers  will  take  care  of  all 
things  necessary,”  said  the  prosecutor.  “In  my  experience,  Jehovah’s  Wit¬ 
nesses  ate  reluctant  to  exercise  authority  over  their  fellow  human  beings  in 
this  courthouse.” 


Tapping  their  spiritual  gifts, 
they  found  fulfilling  ministry 


NORFOLK,  Va.  (BP)  —  While 
not  all  church  members  active  in 
ministries  at  First  Church  in  Nor¬ 
folk  came  out  of  the  spiritual  gifts 
class,  they  agree  on  the  primary 
benefit  of  serving;  joy. 

After  selling  his  auto  repair  and 
paint  shop,  Muty  Martin  was  look¬ 
ing  for  a  way  to  serve  the  Lord  full 
time.  He  found  a  triche  when  he 
became  the  volunteer  coordinator 
for  grass  cutting  and  landscaping 
every  weekend. 

“It’s  a  joy  for  me  to  get  out  and 
meet  these  people  every  Saturday,” 
says  Martin,  73.  “I  was  in  the 
Kiwanis,  Moose,  and  Masonic 
lodge.  I  gave  up  aU  of  that  when  I 


By  Ken  Walker 

saw  the  joy  I  got  out  of  serving  the 
Lord.  It  keeps  me  going.” 

The  retiree’s  mechanical  abili¬ 
ties  immediately  benefited  the 
church,  which  only  owned  two 
lawn  mowers.  He  suggested  run¬ 
ning  an  announcement  in  the  bul¬ 
letin  asking  for  donations  of  old 
mowers  so  could  rebuild  them 
for  church  u%. 

Today  he  maintains  a  fleet  of 
about  two  dozen  machines,  always 
keeping  15  to  20  in  running  order. 
Adult  Suixlay  School  classes  rotate 
grass-cutting  duties. 

Martin  q^ends  about  20  hours  at 
church  during  the  week,  lending  a 
hand  to  the  maintenance  crew. 


•  SYMBOL  OF  PURITY  —  Members  of  the  youth  group  at  Bluegrass 
Church  in  Hendersonville,  Tenn.,  prepare  white  ribbons  to  wear  on  July 
29,  the  date  of  the  nationwide  “True  Love  Waits"  celebration  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  Participants  in  and  supporters  of  the  sexual  abstinence  cam- 

Bare  being  asked  to  wear  the  ribbons  as  a  show  of  support  for  the 
reds  of  thousands  of  teenagers  and  college  students  who  have 
pledged  to  remain  chaste  until  marriage.  The  ribbons  should  be  made  in 
an  inverted  and  then  worn  over  the  heart.  (Photo  by  David  Rogers) 
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FTQK  TMHQ  EBAWQZ  lADPE,  EIQMDUZS  RMXEQ- 
XK  UZ  YMWUZS  M  OAHQZMZF:  FTGE  VGPSYQZF 
EBDUZSQFT  GB  ME  TQYXAOW  UZ  FTQ  RGDDAIE 
AR  FTQ  RUQXP. 

TAEQM  FQZ:RAGD 


Hazfe  fun  xtrilh  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Sdve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week's  puzzle:  Daniel  Twelve:  Two. 


Once  a  month  he  leads  a  church 
group  to  a  shelter  in  Virginia 
Beach,  where  they  cook  and  serve 
dinner  to  about  125  homeless  peo¬ 
ple. 

Though  he  hasn’t  completed  the 
spiritual  gifts  class,  Martin  has 
taken  Evangelism  Explosion  wit¬ 
ness  training.  He  says  he  tries  to 
witness  whenever  he  can,  inviting 
various  acquaintances  to  the  week¬ 
ly  Baptist  Men’s  breakfast. 

“I  tell  others  what  the  Lord  is 
doing  in  my  life  and  how  he’s 
blessed  me,”  Martin  says.  “I  try  to 
take  it  slow  and  let  them  see  the  joy 
in  my  life.” 

Virginia  Bagby  got  involved  in 
helping  care  for  a  young  mother 
with  cancer  five  years  ago.  That  led 
her  into  chairing  the  church’s  min- 
isriy  care  team,  which  assists  indi- 
viduals  with  terminal  illnesses. 

Though  it’s  a  very  emotionally 
challenging  task,  she  is  grateful  she 
reached  out:  “I’ve  been  able  to  do 
all  kinds  of  things  I  had  never  been 
able  to  do  before.” 

She  got  involved  after  an  elderly 
member  of  the  women’s  Bible 
study  shared  about  a  27-year-old- 
woman  dying  of  cancer.  The  vic¬ 
tim’s  husband  had  left  her  arxl  their 
child.  Suddenly  Bagby  heard  the 
Lord  say,  “Get  up  and  go.” 

“I  literally  turned  around  and 
looked  to  see  if  he  meant  someone 
beside  or  behind  me,”  she  recounts. 

Despite  her  misgivings  she  tell 
the  Lord  impressing  on  her  that  he 
would  lead  her  through  it.  She 
became  one  of  nearly  a  dozen 
members  who  look  care  of  the 
woman’s  needs  and  sometimes 
brought  her  meals.  , 

Bagby  knows  there  will  be  great 
benefits  from  it.  “God  is  showing 
me  the  importance  of  every  minute 
we  live,”  she  says  of  the  ministry’s 
rewards.  “I  know  that  through  what 
I’m  doing  I’m  having  an  impact  on 
someone  else’s  life  ^at  could  have 
an  impact  for  eternity.  That’s  why 
God  put  us  here,  to  share  his  love 
and  demonstrate  it  to  others.” 

Ken  Walker  is  a  free-lance 
writer  in  I^ouisville,  Ky.  ' 
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